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Club Champion 2025 Simon Wills battles the khanacones at Bryant Park 
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2026 Motorsport Calendar 
 
 
APRIL 
Saturday to Sunday, 5/6 Melbourne Motor Show 
Saturday 5 Melbourne to MOVE, Museum of Vehicle Evolution, Kialla 
Sunday 6 GCC Multiclub Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 8 Board Meeting, 7. p.m.,Clubrooms 
Wednesday 9 MX5 group hire at Bryant Park 
Friday to Sunday, 11/13 Repco V8 Supercars at Taupo, NZ 
Saturday 12 Working Bee and Club Members Practice Day 
Sunday 13 Nugget Nationals track hire at Bryant Park 
Friday 18 Good Friday 
Saturday to Sunday, 19/20 26th Australian Street Rod Nationals, Bendigo 
Sunday 20 Easter Sunday 
Saturday 26   MSCA Super Sprint Championship Round 4 at The Bend 
Sunday 27   VHCC Round 4, Bryant Park (PIARC Track Hire) 
 
 
MAY 
Sunday 4 VHRR Historic Rob Roy 
Sunday 4 GCC Multiclub Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 6 Valve Bounce collation 
Friday 9 AHCC Sponsors Ride Day 
Friday to Sunday, 9/11 Repco V8 Supercars at Symmons Plains, Tas 
Saturday 10 AROCA Supersprint at Sandown 
Saturday 10 Monaro Club of Victoria track hire at Bryant Park (half day) 
Sunday 11 Mother’s Day 
Tuesday 13 Board Meeting, 7 p.m. ,Clubrooms 
Saturday to Sunday, 17/18 Terry Baker Motorsport Weekend at Bryant Park 
Sunday 18 AOMC/RACV National Motoring Heritage Day 
Friday 23 Benalla Historic Vehicle Tour, Benalla Gliding Club 
Saturday 24 Working Bee and Club Members Practice Day 
Saturday to Sunday, 24/25 Historic Winton 
 
 
JUNE 
Sunday 1 GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 3 Valve Bounce collation 
Friday to Sunday, 6/8 Repco V8 Supercars at Perth, WA 
Sunday 8 Rob Roy Interclub Challenge Round 2 
Tuesday 10 Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,Clubrooms 
Sunday 15 RACES East Sale Supersprint 
Friday to Sunday, 20/22 Repco V8 Supercars at Hidden Valley, NT 
Sunday 22 Victorian Khanacross Championship Round at Bryant Park 
Saturday 28 Working Bee and Club Members Practice Day 
Sunday 29 VHCC Round 5 at Rob Roy (MCV) 
Sunday 29 MSCA Super Sprint Championship Round 5 at Sandown 
 
 
JULY 
Tuesday 1 Valve Bounce collation 
Sunday 6 AROCA Supersprint at Phillip Island 
Tuesday 8 Board Meeting, 7.p.m., Clubrooms 
Friday to Sunday, 11/13 Repco Supercars at Townsville, FNQ 
Saturday 19 Working Bee and Club Members Practice Day 
Sunday 27 GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
 
 
 



AUGUST 
Sunday 3 GCC Multiclub Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 5 Valve Bounce collation 
Friday to Sunday, 8/10 Repco V8 Supercars at Queensland Raceway 
Saturday to Sunday, 9/10 VHCC Round 6, One Tree Hill, Ararat 
Tuesday 12 Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Clubrooms 
Saturday 16 MSCA All British Day at Winton 
Saturday 16 Working Bee and Club Members Practice Day 
Sunday 17 MSCA Supersprint Championship Round 6 at Winton 
Friday to Sunday, 22/24 TCR Race Winton 
Sunday 24 GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
Sunday 31 AROCA Supersprint at Broadford 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Tuesday 2 Valve Bounce collation 
September 7 Father’s Day 
Sunday 7 RACES East Sale Supersprint 
Tuesday 9 Board Meeting, 7.p.m, Clubrooms 
Friday to Sunday, 12/14  Repco V8 Supercars at The Bend, SA 
Sunday 14 GCC Multiclub Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Sunday 14   VSCC Vintage Rob Roy 
Sunday 21 MSCA Supersprint Championship Round 7 at Phillip Island 
Sunday 21 GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
 
 
OCTOBER 
Saturday to Sunday, 4/5 AROCA 10 Hour Relay at Winton 
Sunday 5 Rob Roy Interclub Challenge, Round 3 
Tuesday 7 Valve Bounce collation 
Tuesday to Wednesday, 7/8 Volkswagen (TBC) 
Thursday to Sunday, 9/12 Repco Bathurst 1000 
Saturday to Sunday, 11/12 2025 Australian Hill Climb Championship, The Bend, SA 
Saturday 11 Working Bee and Club Members Practice Day 
Sunday 12 MSCA Supersprint Championship Round 8 at Calder Park 
Tuesday 14 Board Meeting, 7.p.m., Clubrooms 
Tuesday to Wednesday, 14/15 Volkswagen (TBC) 
Saturday to Sunday, 18/19 Mt Tarrengower Hill Climb 
Sunday 19 GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
Friday to Sunday, 24/26 V8 Supercars at the Gold Coast 
Sunday 26 GCC Multiclub Khanacross at Bryant Park 
 
 
NOVEMBER 
Saturday to Sunday, 1/2 Australian Khanacross Championship at Bendigo 
Tuesday 4 Valve Bounce collation 
Tuesday 11 Board Meeting,7 p.m.,  Clubrooms 
Friday to Sunday, 14/16 Repco V8 Supercars at Sandown 
Sunday 16 RACES East Sale Supersprint 
Sunday 16 33rd Historic and Classic Hill Climb, Rob Roy 
Sunday 16 Nugget Nationals track hire at Bryant Park 
Monday to Friday 
Saturday 22 Working Bee and Club Members Practice Day 
Thursday to Sunday, 26/30 Repco V8 Supercars in the Adelaide Parklands, SA 
Saturday 29 GCC Multiclub Twilight Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
Sunday 30 MSCA Come and Try Day at Phillip Island 
Sunday 30 AROCA Supersprint at Phillip Island 
 
 
 



DECEMBER 
Tuesday 2 Valve Bounce collation 
Sunday 7 GCC Multiclub Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 10 Board Meeting 
 
 
 
NOTE:  All dates shown above are subject to change - please check with the organisers of the 
events to confirm the dates.  TBC alongside an event means date to be confirmed.  Events shown as Bold are  
rounds of the Gippsland Car Club Club Championship (some of these dates may be changed): events shown as  
Bold Italics are rounds of the Gippsland Car Club Khanacross Championship.   GCC Practice Days are for 
members and associate members only, and will run from 1.00 p.m. until 4.00 p.m..  If you believe that any of the  
dates listed are incorrect, please contact John Bryant and they will be amended.  
 
 

LOCAL EVENTS 

First Sunday  Drouin car 
show 

0800-1000 Civic Park Drouin 

Second Sunday Warragul 
Restorers 

0800-1000 Woolworths Carpark 

Third Sunday Yinnah show 
n’shine 

0800-1000 Main street 

Fourth Sunday Garfield 
show n’shine 

0800-1000 Main street 

Fifth Sunday  Mid Valley 
Morwell 

0800-1000 Carpark 

Each Thursday Tooradin 
foreshore 

0900-1200 Statue 

Does anyone know of any others we can put in here? 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 



Chairman’s Report:  

 

Hi all, welcome to the February edition of Valve Bounce. 

 

We are back into it with the VHCC round one run and won, with round two not 

far behind later this month at Bryant Park.  I’ve written a small article on the 

Rob Roy event in this edition. 

The biggest thing to focus on this month is the Club Presentation Day and 

AGM.  You should have received an invitation from Rhys to attend if you are in 

line for a trophy.  Can I ask you please make an appearance to collect your 

trophy.  Every year we are left with a significant amount of trophies floating 

around which the club spends quite a lot of money on, it would be great if we 

had a full house to come and collect their awards. 

In terms of the AGM the process is that all board positions for the GCC are 

declared vacant and new or existing board members need to be voted in.  This 

is your opportunity to get involved on the board.  We do not have a lot of 

nominations at this stage for board members so please don’t just assume the 

same people will continue to do the same roles.  This is your opportunity to get 

involved and make a difference to the club.  I regularly hear a lot of opinions or 

ideas from club members during the course of the year regarding things that 

should be done, this is your opportunity to see them through to actions. 

Finally, congratulations to all of the winners and place getters from the club 

championship and the Hill Climb and Khanacross championships.  I look 

forward to celebrating with you at the presentation day. 

 

See you soon. 

Jarrod Bryant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to all the Championship 

winners from the 2025 Season. 

 

Club Champion – Simon Wills 

Runner up Club Champion – Declan Wills 

3rd Place Club Champion – Terry Selwyn 
 

Hill Climb Champion – Steven Buffinton 

Khanacross Champion – Rod Macnab 

 

Hill Climb Class Champions: 

• Clubman Sports Cars up to 1600 – Steven Buffinton 

• Sports Cars up to 2000 – David Casey 

• Sports Cars 2001 and over – Alexander Thorbecke 

• Sports Sedans up to 2000 – Brett Barker 

• Improved Production up to 2000 – Rhys Yeomans 

• Improved Production 2001 and over – Karl Hess 

• Junior – Aston Hill 

• Production Sports up to 2000 – Lasith Liyanage 

 

Khanacross Class Champions: 

• Production 2WD up to 2000 – Rod Macnab 

• Production 2WD 2001 and over – Scott Seddon 

• Junior – Alyssa Perks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SIMON WILLS – GIPPSLAND CAR CLUB 

CHAMPION 2024 and 2025  

TWICE IS NEVER ENOUGH! 

By Bill Revill 

For the second time, we congratulate 

Simon Wills, who has taken out the club 

championship in both 2024 and 2025. 

Simon, an ex-IT professional, lives in 

Melbourne’s North Eastern Hill country 

with his wife, Sabina. He is now retired 

from IT and devotes his time to the local 

CFA, motorcycling and outdoor 

activities. 

His main motorsport involvement in the 

past has been on two wheels. Both he 

and his wife, Sabina, have been regular 

motorcyclists for many years, both on 

road trips and some track days for 

Simon. But when the kids turned up, 

limitations were obvious, and they decided that the closest thing to a bike is a 

Mazda MX 5. 

Despite a lack of sporting car experience, Simon wished to involve both his 

sons in motorsport. At that time, he owned an older but immaculate Mazda 

MX 5 NB and decided in 2022 to enter the family in the Khanacross events at 

Bryant Park.  “My first son was on 

his L-plates. I wanted to reinforce 

that driving a car in not like a video 

game, there is no reset button but 

there are consequences,” said 

Simon.  He saw Khanacross as a 

great way for them to learn skills 

and have a family outing at the 

same time. “I primarily got into 

motorsport because it was a great way to spend time with my sons and for 

them to learn car control”, he said. 



Soon a track car was needed so Simon bought a SWO Mazda MX 5 ND in mid-

2023 which the family has campaigned ever since. This led to a decision to 

compete in both Khanacross and Hillclimbs in 2024 when Simon joined the 

Gippsland Car Club as well as the MX  5 club of Victoria.  

Results came quickly: Running the ND Mazda in the 2024 season, Simon won 

the Club Championship, the Khanacross championship and was second (in 

under 2000cc class)  in the Hillclimb championship. A great result for the year, 

but then the unexpected occurred. Simon was in a motorcycle accident and 

damaged his hand, resulting in a slower pace of competition well into the 

season. “I’m very surprised we did well in the 2025 championship because we 

had a cautious start “, he said. His decision to involve his sons in motorsport 

has been a good one: Son Declan took 

second in the 2025 Club Championship, is 

now a regular competitor and is now 

pursuing a university qualification aimed 

at Motorsport – he is closely involved in 

Formula SAE, an automotive design and 

building ground for engineers.  

Simon is very complementary towards 

both his fellow Gippsland Car Club members and the MX 5 Club members as 

well. “All of them are happy, helpful and a fun bunch of people. I especially 

want to thank Peter Ferguson of the MX 5 Club and Rob Duncan and Rhys 

Yeomans from the GCC”.  

The Wills family involvement in motorsport is an excellent example of 

introducing young people into the sport, family involvement and just simply 

having fun! 

Mazda MX 5 Club of Victoria – Partners in 

Khanacross 

A good list of competitors and a strong entry 

is always needed in club motorsport. Combine 

that with involving families and providing skill 

training for younger drivers and we have the 

recipe for some healthy and enjoyable club 

competition. 



An excellent example of achieving all these objectives comes from the MX 5 

Club Victoria under the leadership of Peter Ferguson. Peter was a regular 

competitor in the club GCC Khanacross 

competitions and wanted to encourage other MX 5 

club members to do the same.  

Using some innovative thinking, Peter developed 

an MX – only series, advertised it as the “MX 5 

Club Khanacross Championship” and effectively 

piggybacked the MX 5 Club Championship 

competition to run simultaneously with the 

Gippsland Car Club in their events.  

Has it worked? Spectacularly well!! The MX 5 club 

now provides a substantial number of entries for 

the GCC Khanacross events. This includes everyone from teenagers to 

septuagenarians, often with families together, 

all learning from each other. The series has a 

number of trophies designed to encourage 

everyone to have a go – first, second and third 

for Seniors, then first and second for both 

under 16 and over 16’s – a great 

encouragement for first timers!! Our club 

champion, Simon Wills, took the 2024 MX 5 

club championships and was second in 2025. 

This is a notable example of clubs working together, working in harmony rather 

than pushing against each other and has been beneficial to both of the clubs, 

the community and young drivers. It is a credit to the Gippsland Car Club board 

and the MX 5 Club Victoria to be showing such cooperation for everyone’s 

mutual benefit. The series continues into 2026. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BITS AND PIECES, INCLUDING FROM THE 

BOARD --    John Bryant 

MEMBERSHIP  2026  This is the last reminder from me regarding membership - 
included in this edition of Valve Bounce is a subscription renewal form for 
2026.  Please remember also when you are paying your annual membership 
subscription to include the paperwork. Remember also that if you wish to 
participate in our first event for the year (the hill climb on February 22) you 
must be a financial member.  And it has happened again – another payment 
into our bank account for membership- but no details whatsoever – who is it? 

CHANGE IN THE CALENDAR  Our last event for the year is now back to being a 
twilight event, so the practice day that was listed for November 28 is now no 
longer as is will actually be the hill climb.  Another change, recently announced 
in the media, and one that I, along with many others is extremely annoyed 
about, is that the proposed Sandown Historic event later in the year has been 
cancelled as the V8 Supercars have taken the date – poor performance! 
          

MEMBER PRACTICE – WHEN ARE THE DAYS I CAN HAVE FREE PRACTICE AT 
THE TRACK?  At the present time, the following are the dates when you can 
have free practice at the track, on most occasions from 1 p.m. onwards: 

   Saturday, February 14 
   Saturday, February 21 
   Saturday, April 11 
   Saturday, May 23 
   Saturday, May 30 
   Saturday, June 20 
   Saturday, July 19 
   Saturday, July 25 
   Saturday, September 5 
   Saturday, September 12 
   Saturday, October 24 
   Saturday, November 14 
 
CALENDAR 2026  The Calendar for 2026 now has eight hill climbs and eight 
khanacrosses listed for our GCC Championships.  One could say that these 
dates are now definitely listed in dry cement.  It is my hope that we do not 
have to change any of these dates, but circumstances may cause us to do so. 
Club Championship events for 2026 are as follows: 



 
   Sunday, February 22 – Hill Climb 
   Sunday, March 1 - Khanacross 
   Sunday, April 12 – Khanacross 
   Sunday, April 26 – Hill Climb 
   Sunday, May 24 – Hill Climb 
   Sunday, May 31 – Khanacross 
   Sunday, Jun 21 – Hill Climb 
   Sunday, July 12 – Khanacross 
   Sunday, July 26 – Hill Climb 
   Sunday, August 30 – Khanacross 
   Sunday, September 13 – Hill Climb 
   Sunday, September 27 – Khanacross 
   Sunday, October 25 – Hill Climb 
   Sunday, November 8 – Khanacross 
   Saturday, November 28 – Twilight Hill Climb 
   Sunday, December 6 – Khanacross 
 
CANTEEN 2026  To my knowledge, we have not had any volunteers to 
undertake the task of Canteen Manager after the April hill climb – no 
volunteers no Canteen and you will have to bring your own vegemite 
sandwiches to our hill climbs.  The only alternative is if we can find a food 
van/coffee van prepared to come to our hill climb events – do you know of 
any? (possibly some good news here! Ed) 
 
READING HISTORICAL MOTOR SPORT BOOKS  I like reading all sorts of books, 
but  historical motor sporting books are a favourite.  Ian Maud recently lent me 
the heaviest book I have ever tackled (it can be used in place of dumb bells at 
the gym!) – 75 Years of Motorsport at Goodwood (2048 to 2023).  For those of 
you who do not know, Goodwood is an ex World War 2 Air Field in England, 
built on the estate of Lord March, not a huge distance from London - whilst I 
have been to England on a couple of occasions, those occasions have not been 
when either Goodwood Revival or Goodwood Festival of Speed was on, and 
the chances of going to either event know is very slim given my age, so I rely 
on books or television.  This book is divided into various sections such as The 
Drivers, The Teams, The Bikes, The First Festival of Speed etc.  An excellent 
read, and full of absolutely magnificent photographs.  I would highly 
recommend that you buy this book if you ever come across it.  When Corvid 
was in full swing a few years ago, I wrote in Valve Bounce about some books 
that I have – they were about Phillip Island A History of Motor Sport, Albert 



Park – The Glory Days (the first incarnation of Albert Park as a motor racing 
circuit in 1950s), and Challenge Australia – the 1979 Repco Reliability Trial.  An 
advantage of being old is that I went to all of the Albert Park events, the Repco 
Reliability Trial, and many events at Phillip Island (over the old swing bridge at 
San Remo) from the 1950s onwards.  Some additional reference material on 
these books will be included next month. 
 
TIMING BUILDING STAIRS  At the time of writing, I am, not sure where we are 
with this task. 
 
FROM THE BOARD  The following items of importance were amongst a 
number discussed at our recent Board Meeting:  

• Ongoing discussion took place re the upgrade of the security systems in 
the Clubrooms, Timing Building, and new Scrutineers/Toilet block – still 
happening but we are assured that we will have a plan at the next 
meeting with costings. 

• Timing Building stairs – it was resolved that the new stairs be installed 
prior to the concreting of the area beneath where they will stand – i.e. 
stairs will be concreted into the ground rather than bolted on to a base. 

• Further discussion about erecting new guard rails on the pit side of the 
Timing Building – we have to wait until after the new stairs are installed, 
but the aim is to have it constructed prior to the first event of the New 
Year. 

• Completion of the new cladding on the western wall of the Clubrooms – 
next Working Bee. 

• The future of Twilight Hill Climbs – it was determined that the last hill 
climb for the year on November 28 will be a twilight event. 

• Discussion of tasks for the next Working Bee – it appears as though we 
will need to spray the track edges at virtually every Working Bee. 

• Drainage problems at two places around the track – have been repaired, 
hopefully successfully. 

• Ongoing drainage problem in the Clubrooms – has been there since the 
Clubrooms were constructed and has still not been eradicated (possibly 
due to box guttering) – we will continue to try. 

• New gates next to the Timing Building – two plans, one of which will be 
chosen. 

• Bird netting required for Scrutiny Bay – next Working Bee. 

• Nomination Form for the 2026/2027 Board to be included in the 
February Valve Bounce, along with the task descriptions for the Board 
positions. 



 

 

PO Box 199 Trafalgar Vic 3824 

Bryant Park track was asphalted by Fowlers Asphalting 
For domestic and industrial asphalting services, please call 03 56332918 



 

 

  



VHCC 2026 Round One – Rob Roy     

 Words - Jarrod Bryant - Images – Chris Barbour 

A beautiful sunny day greeted around 80 competitors for the first round of the Victorian Hill Climb 

Championship at Rob Roy on January 18th.  With plenty of GCC members in attendance it was a 

perfect way to kick off this year’s series, although a little warm by the end of proceedings. 

 

The track was pretty warm from the outset 

so it was perfect for the quick cars to lay 

down some impressive times.  The track 

layout was utilising the chicane which 

always adds a bit of excitement and the low 

speed entry requires a lot of downshifts not 

normally seen at Rob Roy.  Lower than 

normal formula libre entries also meant 

that the quickest tin tops had a real chance 

to shake up the top 10. 

 

The battle at the top was ultimately between 

two people with Mike Barker and Harrison 

Bishop both piloting Hayward’s at a very rapid 

pace up the hill.  In the end Mike managed to 

just hold off Harrison, but had to put down a new 

record time in order to achieve this.  Edward 

Lewis in the Dallara was just pipped for 3rd by 

Damien Brand in his WRX STI with the bulk of the 

top 10 made up of 4WD sedans.  David Harris 

just held off Brenton Byfield for 5th with Zachary 

Hanlin 7th in the BMW.  The Evo’s of Jordan 

James and Colin Newitt came in 8th and 9th with the top 10 rounded out by Steve Grinstead who 

muscled the V8 Commodore up the hill in impressive fashion. 

Formula Vee was taken out by Scott Slater in Noel Bull’s Elfin, Steven Buffinton and David Casey won 

their respective sports car classes, as did Glenn Latter in the RX7.  GCC member Ian Maud held off a 

bid field to win Production Sports up to 2L and David Cantwell took out the new Sports Sedans up to 

2000 class.  The biggest change in terms 

of fields for the day were in the new 

Limited Modified Road Car classes with 

19 cars across the 2 classes.  Andrew 

Brooks in the MX5 won the up to 2000 

class and Zachary Hanlin the 2001 and 

over class. 

All in all it was a good day with 4 runs 

each making it much better than previous 

years where we only got 3 each.  Looking 

forward to seeing everyone again on Feb 

22nd at Bryant Park. 



 

AUSTRALIAN MOTOR INDUSTRIES 

A HUGE CONTRIBUTOR TO AUSTRALIAN MOTORING 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

 

 

 

This is a two part article and follows 

the progress of Australian Motor 

Industries (AMI) from its inception 

in its earliest form in 1926 through 

to 1976. It was ultimatly taken over 

by Toyota before finally closing 

along with other  Australian 

automotive manufacturers in 2017. 

The range of cars and machinery 

produced over the years is amazing 

and the story of how this great 

Australian business was developed 

is a lesson for us all.  

Please enjoy this month’s 

instalment and be ready to enjoy 

next months’ in March 2026 Valve 

Bounce. 

Thanks to George Steven of TSOA 

Victoria for supplying this material. 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

        

 

 


