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GIPPSLAND CAR CLUB VISION: To inspire and enable people to participate in motor sport.

GIPPSLAND CAR CLUB MISSION: To provide affordable motor sporting experiences for people of all
abilities in a safe and friendly environment.
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Tuesday 9
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FEBRUARY

Saturday to Sunday, 3/4
Sunday 4
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Tuesday 13

Friday to Sunday, 16/18
Sunday 18

Saturday 17

Friday to Sunday, 23/25

2023 / 2024 Motorsport Calendar
CALENDAR 2023

GCC members Working Bee and Club Practice Day
Board Meeting

GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park

Wodonga Track Days 0412 574010

Private hire

Private hire

Private hire

CALENDAR 2024

Valve Bounce collation

Board Meeting, 7 pm Clubrooms

Festival of Motoring at Cruden Farm

VHCC Round 1 at Rob Roy (MGCC)

Maffra Sale Motorcycle Club Swap Meet and Car and Bike Show,
Sale Showgrounds

Tampered Motorsport Australia Day Track Day Sandown
Tampered Motorsport Untimed Passenger Track Day Sandown
Tampered Motorsport Budget Enduro Sandown

Heritage Vehicle & Machinery Display, Lardner Park

MSCA Supersprint at Winton

Shannon’s Aussie Classic Car Show Cruise to Mornington
GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park

Valve Bounce collation

R1 Shannons Superseries 2024, Sandown

PIARC Supersprint and Karts, Phillip Island

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, ANNUAL PRESENTATION DAY
Picnic at Hanging Rock

Board Meeting, 7 pm Clubrooms

Bathurst 12 Hour Race

British and European Motoring Show, Yarra Glen Racecourse
VHCC Round 2 (Twilight event) at Bryant Park (GCC)
SBK World Superbikes at Phillip Island

Friday to Sunday 23/25 Repco V8 Supercars at Bathurst 500

Sunday 25 AROC Supersprint, Sandown

Sunday 25 Porsche Club of Victoria track hire at Bryant Park
MARCH

Friday 1 Twilight Car Show, Raymond Island

Friday to Sunday,1/3
Saturday to Sunday, 2/3
Saturday to Sunday, 2/3
Sunday 3

Variety Rally Around Victoria

PIARC March Access, Phillip Island

Rob Roy Revival

SAAB Club track hire at Bryant Park (half day)

Tuesday 5

Valve Bounce collation




Friday to Sunday, 8/10
Saturday 9

Saturday 9

Monday 11

Tuesday 12

Friday to Sunday, 15/17
Friday to Sunday, 15/17
Friday to Sunday, 15/17
Sunday 17

Sunday 17

Saturday to Sunday, 16/17
Thursday to Sunday, 21/24
Saturday 23

Sunday 24

Sunday 24

Friday 29

Sunday 31

APRIL

Tuesday 2

Saturday 6

Tuesday 9

Friday to Sunday, 12/14
Saturday 13

Sunday 14

Friday to Sunday, 19/21
Sunday 21

Sunday 21

Thursday 25

Friday to Saturday, 26/27
Sunday 28

MAY

Tuesday 7

Friday to Sunday, 10/12
Saturday 11

Sunday 12

Sunday 12

Tuesday 14

Friday to Sunday, 17/19
Friday to Sunday, 17/19
Saturday 18

Saturday to Sunday, 18/19

Phillip Island Classic

Tampered Motorsport Untimed Passenger Track Day Sandown
Tampered Motorsport Budget Enduro Sandown

Tampered Motorsport Labour Day Track Day Sandown

Board Meeting, 7 pm Clubrooms

Victorian Motor Race Championship Round 1 at Calder
Adelaide Motorsport Festival. Adelaide Parklands

R2 Shannons Superseries 2024 Race Tasmania

MSCA Supersprint at Phillip Island

RACES East Sale Supersprint

VHCC Round 3 at MT Leura, Camperdown (BLCC)

Australian Grand Prix at Albert Park (including Repco V8 Supercars)
MSCA Sandown Sprint

GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park

Porsche Club of Victoria 6 Hour Relay at Sandown

Good Friday

Easter Sunday

Valve Bounce collation

MSCA Supersprint at Sandown

Board Meeting, 7 pm Clubrooms

R3 Shannons Superseries 2024 Phillip Island
Tampered Motorsport Track Day Sandown
Tampered Motorsport Budget Enduro Sandown
Repco V8 Supercars at Taupo, NZ

AROC Supersprint, Winton

VHCC Round 4 at Bryant Park (PIARC)
Anzac Day

MSCA Supersprint at The Bend

GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park (Vic Khanacross Championship
Round )

Valve Bounce collation

Victorian Motor Race Championship Round 2 at Winton
AROC Supersprint, Sandown

MOTHER'S DAY

VHCC Round 5 at Rob Roy (VMCI)

Board Meeting 7 pm Clubrooms

Repco V8 Supercars at Wanneroo, WA

State Race Series at Phillip Island

Tampered Motorsport Budget Enduro Sandown

Terry Baker Motorsport Weekend at Bryant Park

Sunday 19
Friday 31 to Sunday June 2
Sunday 26

JUNE

Tuesday 4

Friday to Sunday, 7/9
Sunday 9

Sunday 16

Tuesday 11

Friday to Sunday, 14/16
Saturday to Sunday, 15/16
Sunday 16

Tampered Motorsport Track Day Sandown
R4 Shannons Superseries 2024 The Bend
GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park

Valve Bounce collation

Victorian Motor Race Championship Round 3 at Calder
GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park

RACES East Sale Supersprint

Board Meeting 7 pm Clubrooms

Repco V8 Supercars at Hidden Valley, NT

PIARC Supersprint and Karts, Phillip Island

MSCA Supersprint at Sandown




Sunday 30

JULY

Tuesday 2

Friday to Sunday, 5/7
Saturday 6

Saturday 6

Sunday 7

Tuesday 8

Friday to Sunday 12/14
Friday to Sunday, 19/21
Sunday 28

AUGUST

Friday to Sunday, 2/4
Friday to Sunday 2/4
Tuesday 6

Friday to Sunday, 9/11
Friday to Sunday, 9/11
Saturday 10

Saturday and Sunday, 10/11

Tuesday 13

Friday to Sunday, 16/18
Friday to Sunday, 16/18
Sunday 18

Sunday 18

GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park

Valve Bounce collation

Repco V8 Supercars at Townsville FNQ

AROC Supersprint, Phillip Island

Tampered Motorsport Track Day Sandown

Tampered Motorsport Budget Enduro Sandown

Board Meeting 7 pm Clubrooms

R5 Shannons Superseries 2024 Queensland Raceway
Repco V8 Supercars at Sydney Motorsport Park

GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park

Winton Festival of Speed

R6 Shannons Superseries 2024 Queensland Raceway
Valve Bounce collation

ARC Gippsland Rally

Victorian Motor Race Championship Round 4 at Winton
Tampered Motorsport Track Day Sandown

VHCC Round 6 at One Tree Hill Ararat (ACC)

Board Meeting 7 pm Clubrooms

PIARC August Access at Phillip Island

Repco V8 Supercars at Symmons Plains, Tas

MSCA Supersprint at Winton

GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park

Friday Aug 30 to Sunday Sept 1 R7 Shannons Superseries 2024 TBC

DATE TBC

SEPTEMBER

Sunday 1

Tuesday 3

Tuesday 10

Friday to Sunday 20/22
Fridagy to Sunday, 20/22
Friday to Sunday, 20/22
Sunday 15

Sunday 29

Sunday 29

OCTOBER

Tuesday 1

Sunday 6

Tuesday 8

Thursday to Sunday, 10/13
Saturday to Sunday, 12/13
Friday to Sunday 18/20
Friday to Sunday, 18/20
Sunday 20

Thursday to Sunday, 24/27
Friday to Sunday, 25/27

NOVEMBER
Friday to Sunday 1/3
Friday to Sunday, 1/3

AROCA Supersprint, Broadford

GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park

Valve Bounce collation

Board Meeting 7 pm Clubrooms

Victorian Motor Race Championship Round 5 at Calder
Victorian State Race Series at Phillip Island

V8 Supercars Sandown 500

RACES East Sale Supersprint

MSCA Supersprint at Phillip Island

GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park

Valve Bounce collation

GCC Khanacross at Gippsland Park

Board Meeting 7 pm Clubrooms

V8 Supercars Bathurst 1000

AROCA 10 Hour Relay, Winton

R8 Shannons Superseries 2024 Sydney Motorsport Park
Australian Motorcycle GP, Phillip Island

MSCA Supersprint at Calder

Australian Hill Climb Championship at Bryant Park (TBC)
Repco V8 Supercars at the Gold Coast

R9 Shannons Superseries 2024 Sydney Motorsport Park
Victorian Motor Race Championship Round 6 at Winton




Sunday 3

Tuesday 5

Friday to Sunday 8/10
Friday to Sunday, 8/10
Saturday to Sunday, 9/10
Sunday 10

GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park

Valve Bounce collation

R10 Shannons Superseries 2024 Bathurst International

Trident Tyre Centre Legend of the Lakes hill climb, Mt Gambier, SA
PIARC Supersprint and Karts, Phillip Island

BMW Drivers Club Melbourne track hire at Bryant Park

Tuesday 12
Thursday to Sunday, 14/17
Sunday 17

Board Meeting 7 pm Clubrooms
V8 Supercars Adelaide 500
Nuggett Nationals track hire at Bryant Park

Friday to Sunday, 22/24

DECEMBER
Sunday 1
Sunday 1
Tuesday 3
Sunday 8
Tuesday 10
Saturday 14

PIARC Island Magic, Phillip Island

AROCA Supersprint, Phillip Island
RACES East Sale Supersprint
Valve Bounce collation

GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park
Board Meeting

GCC Multiclub Twilight Hill Climb

NOTE: All dates shown above are subject to change - please check with the organisers of the events to confirm the dates.
TBC alongside an event means date to be confirmed. Events shown as Bold are rounds of the Gippsland Car Club Club
Championship (some of these dates may be changed): events shown as Bold Italics are rounds of the Gippsland Car Club
Khanacross Championship. GCC Practice Days are formembers and associate members only, and will run from 1.00 p.m.
until 4.00 p.m.. If you believe that any of the dates listed are incorrect, please contact John Bryant and they will be amended.
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It was great to have a good crowd stick around for the annual last Hillclimb BBQ dinner in the

clubrooms, despite the weather.




Editorial Ponderings:

Welcome to the December edition of Valve Bounce.

It was very sad to hear of the passing of Phil Webster last month. Phil was a regular Sports Sedan
competitor over the years, particularly at Gippsland Park. It seems this year we have lost a few of
the regular competitors from the old Gippsland Park Hillclimb and | know they will all be missed.
Our condolences to Phil’s family and friends.

There a few good stories to read with a bit of history about them in this edition of Valve Bounce, one
especially on Gordon Dobie who was a regular in his Datsun’s at Morwell.

That spells the end of the motorsport year with our last Hillclimb just completed and by the time you
read this probably our last Khanacross as well. The good news is that the 2024 Calendar is included
in this edition in quite a bit of detail so get planning for next years events! Our first Hillclimb and
Khanacross are both in February however if you are competing in the VHCC the 1% round at Rob Roy
isin late Jan.

Finally | just wanted to wish everybody a happy and safe Xmas and holiday period. | hope you all get
to spend much needed time with friends and family and please stay safe on the roads. | look
forward to seeing everybody again next year for another big year of motorsport.

See you soon:

Jarrod Bryant




Chairmans Report — Rhys Yeomans. December 2024

Membership Renewal and Price Increases for 2024

A reminder to submit your membership renewal before 1°t January 2024 to pay the current
price rises, before the small increase for 2024.

We've seen numerous members renewing their memberships earlier than usual, which is
great for the savings in your pocket and for (aiming!) to complete this task of membership
renewals earlier than usual. Thank you to Ken Neilson for his efforts with membership over
the years, amongst the many other (often unseen) tasks he covers for the club.

| have made some improvements to the online membership form, and it now can be
completed online, much like the scrutineering forms we’ve all been accustomed to.

Canteen — we’re back in business!

Julie Barker and | had a conversation about her taking over running of the canteen a few
months ago, though no final decision was made, until we had a phone conversation two
weeks ago for her to start at the December hillclimb. Julie completed an audit of the status
of the canteen (equipment and stock levels) at last week’s working bee, and a few
spreadsheets and phone calls between us had her set up and running at yesterday’s wet
hillclimb. The wet weather kept some patrons away, with everyone who did buy something
very happy to have the canteen back at our hillclimbs. | commend Julie for putting her hand
up and contributing to the Club, it is greatly appreciated.

Also a special thank you to Lee Selwyn for responding to my ‘volunteers required’ email |
sent earlier this week and offering her assistance in the canteen.

Canteen — we’re back, but assistance is always required

If you can assist in the running of the canteen in any capacity, please reach out to myself. It
could be as simple as helping with prep in the morning and cutting tomatoes, or helping
with serving customers during the day. It does help. The two upcoming hillclimbs at Bryant
Park are both State rounds, which bring many competitors and spectators, many hands
make light work is true, especially in the canteen environment.

Thank you all for another great year at Gippsland Car Club

And being the last Valve Bounce for the year, I'd like to thank all Gippsland Car Club
members for a fantastic year of Motorsport and Club activities. The running of a Club of our
size is no small feat, and the support of both the Club members and Board make it both
achievable and a (mostly!) rewarding experience. | hope you all are able to stop and enjoy a
small break over the Christmas period, enjoy some time with family and friends, and we’ll
see you at Bryant Park in 2024!




BITS AND PIECES, INCLUDING FROM THE BOARD John Bryant

WHERE ARE WE AT WITH OUR NEW TOILETS AND SCRUTINY BUILDINGS? Many members are
asking questions about when the new building will be open, expecting it to be ready to go five
minutes after the building was delivered. Unfortunately, this is not the case. The delivery of the
buildings was the easy part, with all of the connections and finishing work taking up much of the
time since. At this pointin time, the sewerage connections are in place, as are most of the
electricals. The Fire Services tank is being delivered this week, and this then has to be connected to
our water system (tanks that are already in place) and we then have to hope that it rains so that the
three tanks are then full. In the past couple of weeks, the concrete pad for the Fire Services tank
and a concrete path around the west and north side of the building have been installed, as have the
supports for the guard rail which will be installed shortly on the western side of the building (see
enclosed photographs). What is there still to go? More concrete on the southern and eastern side
of the building, steps at the north western corner so that competitors can go and visit the
scrutineers via the windows in their new office, and a ramp on the southern side of the building to
provide access for disabled people to visit the toilets. Still a fair bit to go. The aim of the exercise is
to have the official opening of the building at our first hill climb for 2024, that event being Round 2
of the 2024 Victorian Hill Climb Championship. Why an official opening (with a plaque on the wall)?
The majority of the funding for the building came from the Victorian Government, and it is a
requirement of the grant that an official opening be held.




SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2023

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

ANNUAL PRESENTATION DAY

Further details will be included in the January Valve Bounce.

BARRIERS As mentioned above, the supports for the guard rails in front of the new building have
been installed. The guard rail might even be installed the next time you visit. The guard rail to be
installed on the pit side of the timing building and the small spectator area will be installed early
next year, after the new building has been completed. The plastic barriers for use in the khanacross
events have been purchased, and will be delivered to the track in the near future.

CALENDAR 2024 - The Calendar included in this edition has far more in it than the Calendar in the
November edition. We have included all of our hill climbs and all of our khanacrosses and the dates
for East Sale as well as many other sprints at other tracks. We have four Rob Roy dates, but not all
of their events — we do not have, apart from Victorian Hill Climb Championship dates, the dates for
events at other hill climbs, particularly those in western Victoria. The hope is that dates for other
events materialise within the next month so that they can be included in the January Valve Bounce.
If you are aware of dates for any other events, can you please forward them to me?

AUSTRALIAN HILL CLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP 2024 You may notice in the Calendar on October
24,25,26 and 27 an item that states Australian Hill Climb Championship at Bryant Park (TBC). TBC
means TO BE CONFIRMED — our Club is apparently the only Club in Victoria that has applied to
conduct the 2024 AHCC, but as yet Motorsport Australia has not confirmed the allocation of the
event. This normally occurs at a meeting of the Victorian State Council towards the end of a year but
| believe that this has not happened, and this august body does now not meet until early next year.
This is disappointing as we are unable to do any work in the sponsorship area until such time as
confirmation is received. Jarrod Bryant has volunteered to lead the organising group for this event,
but he is not able to do it all on his own. We have already asked for volunteers to assist Jarrod, but
we are still waiting for these volunteers to materialise. Our Club has run eight previous AHCC
events, and | have included below the list of winners from these previous events.

PREVIOUS AHCC EVENTS HELD BY GCC

1977 Morwell lan Judd (Vic) Cheetah Oldsmobile
1989 Gippsland Park Alan Hamilton (Vic) Lola T8750 Buick
1999 Gippsland Park Peter Gumley (NSW) ScV

2004 Gippsland Park Gary West (WA) Lola T8750 Buick
2009 Bryant Park Brett Hayward (Vic) Hayward 09

2011 Bryant Park Brett Hayward (Vic) Hayward 09

2016 Bryant Park Malcolm Oastler (NSW) Dallara

2018 Bryant Park Malcolm Oastler (NSW) OMS 28




Event entry costs were much more suitable in the 1970’s!

GIPPSLAND CAR CLUB
CLOSED HILLCLIMB ENTRY FORM

Entries to be posted to: GIPPSLAND CAR CLUB
P.O. BOX 493
MORWELL, 3840

ENTRANT

ADDRESS

Postcode

DRIVER 1

CLUB

MEMBERSHIP NO. CAMS LICENCE NO,

DRIVER 2

CLUB

MEMBERSHIP NO. : CAMS LICENCE NO.

- NOTE If two drivers are nominated, two entry fees must be paid.

CAR CAPACITY _COLOUR

CLASS NUMBER (refer to Supp Regs)

PREFERRED RACING NUMBER

ENTRY FEE IS ENCLOSED FOR $12,00 $15.50
(Please circle appropriate figure)

$12,00 is entry fee
$15,50 is entry fee plus optional CAMS Personal Accident Acc, Ins,

SIGNATURE DATE

Where the entrant or any named driver is under 18 years of age, the
following must be completed.

_ SIGNATURE OF PARENT/Guardian DATE




Sunday ath Fehruary 2024

Mornington Racecourse, Racecourse Road, Mornington

The show for all the great Aussie
makes Holden, Falcon, Valiant BMC
and those lesser known Aussie

vehicles

Trophies for
outstanding
vehicles
Trophy for the best

Aussie Muscle car
Club displays encouraged ‘ f
- The best display will
receive an award.

Refreshments,
kids entertainment,
trade stalls!




My Marvellous Motorsport Marathon — lan Maud

| enjoy my motorsport: well, | must do! - it has taken a big chunk of my time and money over the
past nearly (gulp!) 50 years! I've always kept myself busy with events, modifications and preparation
and now that I’'m (mostly) retired, | have the delightful luxury of being able to indulge my interest
even further. | figure the way the world is going, and the speed at which | am ageing, | may not be
able to enjoy this outlet for decades into the future, so I’'m getting out to have a good time while |
can!

Like many club-level competitors, | usually aim to do around one or two events each month on
average, but in September/October | overstepped the mark quite badly, and found myself involved
in four events in seven days. | mentioned this offhandedly in conversation to one club official and
was gently but firmly encouraged/pressed/threatened into writing about it, hence this item to fill in
five minutes of an otherwise quiet time in your life.

Sunday, 24" October: Victorian Hillclimb Championship (VHC) Round 7:

After a dreary winter with several events contested on tracks ranging from damp to drowned, this
was a glorious fine day in Gippsland, at our world-class and technically-challenging hillclimb track,
Bryant Park in Yallourn. Not only did we have the usual culprits present, but the MGCC was using this
‘climb as a round of their club championship, so there was a sizeable field...most of it (39 entries!) in
my class, as it turns out. We ran the clockwise figure eight layout which most of us are very familiar
with and the day progressed smoothly so several runs were completed and were finished by a
respectable time of day. For me, knowing what awaited in the days ahead, the goal was to go hard,
but still have a driveable car at the end of the day. Fortune shone and this was achieved, with a third
in class to boot, so the first box was ticked. Home to unload, attend to a couple of small matters,
swap wheels, and load back up ready for:




Friday, September 29'™": FCCV Practice motorkhana:

A major event | had been looking forward to all year is the FIAT Clubs of Australia National
Challenge, to be held in late November in the Broadford and Bendigo areas. As | drive a FIAT, this
had a significance like tackling Bathurst has for touring cars. A major event during this challenge is
the FIAT of Italy Cup motorkhana, which all participating clubs take fairly seriously. (For some
individuals, this is a vastly inadequate understatement!) An opportunity to practice the gazetted
tests was scheduled for this day; a public holiday, when apparently non-benzene-addicted members
of the public were amusing themselves watching well-paid elite athletes chasing a leather bag of air
around a paddock. To each their own.

The event was to take place at the Geelong Motorsport Centre, which is at Avalon. For someone
residing in Gippsland, this meant a quite early rise and a decent drive down the freeway, but after a
resuscitating coffee and sausage roll, all was good. Well, it was meant to be. I’ve been doing
motorkhanas since | first earned a licence, and | think | can correctly say this was one of my worst
attempts ever. Not good, with the Nationals only weeks away. Maybe tiredness, perhaps a little
dehydrated, possibly the wrong car setup — but | didn’t have the level of concentration needed for
the events, and made several mistakes. At least the longish drive home gave time to think and plan,
then a re-stocking of the tow vehicle for the next two days’ endeavours. I'd also given the car a
hiding and had no problems with gearbox, clutch or diff, as I'd hoped, so box two had now been
ticked.

AT ALEAITT I

T CLUBPERMIT ¢

0276-H

VICTORIA




Saturday, September 30 private practice, Bryant Park:

While technically this was not a motorsport event | had entered, | was nonetheless required to be at
the hillclimb track the day after my very ordinary attempts at Avalon, to oversee a private practice
session. In a serendipitous arrangement, the track being used meant the pits were empty, providing
an opportunity to fit some different wheels and tyres to the X1/9 to see if any were better for
motorkhana-ing than what | had run the previous day. This done, the car was loaded and tow vehicle
re-packed, and it was off to Sale for the next day, camping overnight at the showgrounds to avoid
another very early start. The third box now ticked.

Sunday, 1%t November: East Sale sprints:

If you can survive the sometimes remarkable weather, this is always a terrific event, with a pretty
unique location and layout. Situated at the RAAF base at East Sale, this is the only event you're likely
to take part in where you have to clear security to enter the site, and have both civil and military
security keeping an eye on you during the day! That said, it’s a pretty laid-back environment and a
rewarding track for a small, well-handling car. A number of events conspired against us on this day:
1) a not-too-great sleep the night beforehand; b) daylight savings change-over meant a precious
hour of sleep went AWOL; and c) the strong wind gusts forecast for later in the day arrived early.
This produced the unusual situation of having to put the event on hold, as the track markers were
blowing away! Basically, each time you ran the track, it was slightly different as the elements
conspired to re-arrange the drums and cones used to define the track position and boundaries.

Lunch was an interesting affair as the unfortunate caterers not only couldn’t erect their marquee,
but anytime they put something down it would likely take off into the distance! How the coffee van
didn’t turn turtle I'll never understand. The morning was very slow as a result of all this, with just
one run before lunch. Thankfully, conditions calmed enough to get back into stride and the RACES
(the club running the event) hit their straps and did a formidable job, churning out runs to
compensate for the morning’s loss. Apart from the pesky wind, the day was quite good weather-
wise and there was much enjoyment to be had tossing all variety of cars, configurations and
capacities around the airfield circuit. Three others from the FCCV had made the trip down from
Melbourne to tackle the track for the first time, and were quickly finding their way around, in
between sleep-deprivation therapy naps in their tow cars. It felt a long day, but a successful one
from my perspective, so | drove home that afternoon tired, sweaty, lathered in stale sun screen to
which dust and various bugs had ingloriously adhered themselves, but very content with
proceedings. The day had gone wonderfully well competition-wise, the fourth box was ticked, | still
had a car in good condition for the FIAT Nationals, and it had certainly been well tested and proven!

So, | survived a big week of motorsport (for me), and had enjoyed most of it very much as usual —
but | don’t plan to repeat the exercise again in the near future. Time would have been very tight if |
had had a problem with the car, but thankfully all went well and | added further to the long line of
‘things learned’ along the way.




DECEMBER 2, 2023 — WHAT A DAY!! John Bryant pics by Kev Wilson

One would normally assume that the weather on the second day of summer would be reasonable —
not in 2023 at the Bryant Park hill climb. Gippsland has been inundated with rain for the past few
days as it was sited underneath a massive east cast low, which brought heaps of rain and many
floods to Gippsland, but not much to Bryant Park until December 2 — then it decided to rain nonstop
all day, luckily without the flooding aspect, although there was a fair bit of water running over the
track in places.

We had 47 entries for this event, but only 32 actually ran on the day — some of the missing 14 did
not arrive at the track (at least one was flooded in) whilst a number of others were there but did not
unload their cars. The decision prior to the event was that we would have 12 runs each, but this did
not quite happen due to the weather — 8 was the maximum, and not all who were running actually
completed the 8 —in fact, only 6 did complete the 8, and they were keen for more, but we knocked
the event on the head at 3.45 and adjourned to the BBQ.

The combined brainpower of the group in the Timing building (Clerk of Course, Steward and
timekeepers) made the decision that we would start with only one car on the track at a time rather
than the usual two, just to see how things went — we did not change, and the whole event went with
only one car on the track at a time for safety reasons. Just as a matter of interest, for those who
wonder what the Clerk of Course and Steward do on the day of an event, safety is a bit part of their
job —as well as knowing all of the rules and regulations. We kept a close eye on proceedings all day
at the event yesterday, and are pleased to note that all drivers put on a brilliant performance in the
conditions on the day, and only two, who shall remain nameless, even looked remotely as though
they were about to leave the track and visit the scenery. If you have time during the upcoming
holiday season, have a look at the Motorsport Australia Manual of Motorsport (online), and check
out the roles of the various officials of an event. You never know, you might event be inspired to
take on some of the roles!




The results on the day were somewhat different than might normally be the case, and there was
little danger of any records being broken. Jordan James took full advantage of his four wheel drive
in the Lancer Evo to take our fastest time of day, but not by a lot from Craig Armstrong-Fray in his
soft top Mini (which he drove with the top down on one run!). James Dyer was next in the Suzuki,
with the driver of the day, junior Charlie Pote in fourth in the Ford Fiesta. The flying roof rack of Karl
Hess took out position number five. A closed look at the results will show that some people who are
normally near the top of the list were near the end of the list on this occasion (slicks do not work all
that well in the rain!). Scott Slater performed heroically on the day, driving the Noel Bull Elfin
Formula Vee, and he was very wet at the end of the day. The problem with a low entry day is that
many classes have very few entries —only three classes had more than three entries, they being
Improved Production2001 and over, Production Sports Cars up to 2000, and Sports Sedans up to
2000.

An interesting day was had by all. May thanks to Darryl Hamilton, Rob Wilson, Rob Duncan and
Jarrod Bryant for looking after the timing, to John Moss for looking after the event with me, and for
Sei Valla, Ray Vella and Rhys Yeomans for looking after the start line (was there anyone else? — we
had trouble looking through the timing building window). The scrutineers will be looking forward to
occupying their new office at the next event after a trying day yesterday, particularly after actually
scrutineering wet cars.

Results for the event are included in this Valve Bounce.




THE ASSOCIATION OF
MOTORING CLUBS

RACV )y icyon

Festival of Motoring

at Cruden Farm

Open to all Historic, Veteran, Vintage, and Classic vehicles over 25 years old.
Club displays welcome

A Celebration of Motoring Throughout the Decades.

Display Vehicles Must Be Pre Booked www.aomc.asn.au/festival-of-motoring
Cruden Farm, Cranbourne Frankston Rd, Langwarrin
The McClelland Drive gates open for display vehicles from 9am

$20 Entry for display cars (Includes passengers)
Spectator entry and car park off Cranhaven Rd.
Spectator Admission $10 per person, Children free

All profits from this event will be donated to Beyond Blue
Childrens Entertainment, Music, Food & Trophies

Presented by the Association of Motoring Clubs in association with RACV
For further details contact 0473 832 277
www.aomc.asn.au and aomc facebook




Hello John & Jarrod. - From Lloyd Shaw

The Indianapolis page in the November Valve Bounce has prompted me to delve into my collection
of gumf and produce something that may be of interest to you and others.
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Years ago the English motoring magazine, The Autocar, published two folders containing twenty four
prints of paintings of early 1900’s racing cars under the heading THE ENDLESS QUEST FOR SPEED.
Number 8 in that series refers to S. F. Edge driving the Napier for 24 hours.

Suggest = Picture here.

Mr S. F. Edge was borne in Sydney and eventually went to England. In 1901 he drove a 50hp Napier
in the Bennett Cup race from Paris to Bordeaux. In 1907 the Brooklands purpose built circuit opened.
(Three years after the 1904 Sandown event). Prior to the official opening S. F. Edge drove a six-
cylinder Napier, single handed, for 24 hours and covered just over 1,581 miles to average 65mph,
about a mile a minute. Two other Napiers driven by teams of works drivers chased him throughout
the 24 hours. He was to become Napier’s official works driver and therefore Australia’s first
international driver.

The S.F. Edge Napier was eventually imported into Australia by Mr Kellow, the local Rolls Royce
agent, who allowed Harry James (Co-founder of the RACV & Peter Brocks Great Uncle) frequent
usage including drives around the Western District where 60mph speeds were recorded. Harry also
attempted a 70mph drive between Kilmore and the Pretty Sally Hill. 66mph was achieved. The
ARGUS newspaper reporter passenger was warned “Don’t fall out” as they dodged the dirt roads pot
holes and puddles. Harry James is accepted as the father of Australian Motor Sports.
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MOTORING SHOW 2024
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THE ASSOCIATION OF  § : THE RACV

MOTORING CLUBS AMC ———

Working or Motoring Enthusiasts

v,ﬁ-v

-—’?

e
N

/un;'rnyy,,-,

Sunday 18th February 2024

Yarra Glen Racecourse Armstrong Grove, Yarra Glen




Hillclimb Results from Valve Bounce July 1968

HILLCLIMB RESULTS 2nd JUNE 1968

RACING CARS
Car
No. Driver P, i1st 2nd 3rd Pla- Car

ce

1. G.Bird D.N.S.
2. R. Wagner 45.7 45.2 Lh4. L4 44,1 2nd Holden
3. P. Needham 41,4+ 40o.% 39,2 39.6 1st H.R.D. Sp.
7. J. Sinclair T .2 Lh4.1 44l 1st Mini Del.
6. Bev Greening 3 1 ﬁgfg 47,2 2nd Holden
8. R. Hendrickson 58 8 3rd Mini Del.
10. N. Smith 1 %3 1lst Copper S
11. M. Robertson 48.7 b5.1 53 E2hd Fita 1500
18. Bob Jarvis 47.2 L45.1 L5.1 E2nd Cortina
1o . Moos 45,2 44,6 E&,& : rd Fiat 1500
15. D. Hogan 46.7 45.6 L45.5 L4 4 Lth Anglia
17. F. Maloney 45.6 S 5th Simca
16. L. McColl 48.4 - 6th Simca
12. - J. Forbes L A 7th Lance

21. T. Megee 1st Cooper

99. G. Sennons .6 N.T. 46.6 45.2 2nd Renault 75c

~25. D. Cuthbert’ 48.9 L46.2 L6.1 o 3rd Hillman GT

27. B. Hendrickson 49.5 47.7. 47.2 G54 L4th Hini Del.

2%, G. Alderman Lok L47.0 47.5 LE&.6 5th Renault
" 23. .. RatHiepn 49.0 47.5 47.4 LE.B 6th Morris 85C

SecE G 19 ouc

30. . G. Ireland 3. E&;} 3 3.8 1st A. HealeyS

28. J. Weymouth 46.4 .3 45.7 45.9 2nd Sunb. Al.

29. I. Lockwood Honda 46.7 46.0 46.3 3rd Honda :
i o B R S e s e LS %i&%&ﬁaﬁiiﬂﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁii

TOURING CARS 1500 to 2000CC

R R 43: @”2"’ EERCER S
o . nters ‘ .6 9 3 n yline
36. B. Rowley BP(RLT"I/.‘éb '3.5;00?6.1 43.7 3rd Hillman
ARS 2 and OV
49. P.McLernon 2, 17 2.5 1st Volden
k3. J.Van Dyke 4,8 Ll 1 .2 44.8 2nd Holden
41, J. Norden 46.0 L§5.7 47.0 Ird- Y
46. R. Hiern 48.6 kth "
44, R. Donkin I8.8 50.1 Sl o
4y, A. Jones 56.0 49.9 4?.0 6thiisrhies
: TOURINg Q¥§ 2001 gnd OVER
"48. N.Smith 2e 153 250 7.7 1lst FALCON GT
504 =G+ Bird Ll 1 EZ;E 42.9 L45.6 2nd Holden
555 =l Wailkton:: 45.2° é, Lt 4 L47.7 E3rd Holden
A L R A K e
- . ‘N lng . . ° . !
5%, C. Ashby L .2 45.8 30 46.9 5th Mini Del.
52. R. Harbridge 7.0 4.6 46,4 L47.% 6th Wolseley
53. R. Warren 49.6 L48.7 §,1 48,2 7th Holden
6. B. Greening 49.7 L48.3 5 %2.8 8th """ _
51. P. Reynolds 52.6 50.2 hS.E 2 9th Falcon GT
-59. K. Scriven 5.6 1. 5052 59 50.9 11th Holden
56 BBl TS 5220051 9.1 49,7 10th Holden







here is little doubt
that if the Datsun
Fairlady 1600 and
2000 sports cars of
the late ‘60s had
ropeafitbadges-on them,
would have beenas

a collector’s item even though
the race cars of that era most-
ly sported English and
European names. At the time
Japanese cars were looked

~upon in a most unfavourable

fashien and generally not con-
idered a-threat.to the more
Edthoroughbreds.

In the mid fo'late ©0s the

Japanese car industry w
it’s infancy and struggimgm
‘capture a share of
Th

vement in racing activities.
One of the big successes to
emerge from this programme
were the Datsun Racing
Team’s two factory-backed
sports cars that proved to be
very consistent and reliable in
the Production and Improved
Production-cfasses, In fact

were r

ownets  as "unﬁreukoble s

hea‘up to them.
2 o;ﬁé‘rs shunned

small-car classes im
_ % Datsuns. ieod-




TRU-FIT
REPLACEMENT CARPETS
FOR: CARS, 4WD's, VANS, UTES, ETC,
REPLACE YOUR OLD WORN OUT FLOOR CARPETS
WITH TRU-FIT “READY T0 INSTALL” MOULDED
PRE-CUT AND SHAPED CARPETS

P> S
OUR CARPETS ARE M

premium quality polypropylene yarn as used by all

leading car manufacturers. They are heat pressed to the

exact shape of cars floor leaving no unsightly cuts or

joins, and include heavy duty colour matched heel mat.

AVAILABLE IN %4 COLOURS :

© Camel ® Light Blue ® Dark Blue ® Burgundy @ Biack
® Tan ® Turquoise ® Charcoal ® Light Green ® Dark
Green ® Choc. Brown. ® Red ® Dusk ® Light Grey

WHILE YOU WAIT FITTING SERVICE ALSO AVAILABLE
READY

TO INSTALL CARPETS AVAILABLE FOR:
HOLDEN—1948 ONWARDS
o STATESMAN — 1972 ONWARDS
* CAMIRA — ALL MODELS
* TORANA — ALL MODELS
* GEMINI — TX, TC, TD, TE, TF, TG
© COMMODORE —VB, VIC, VH, VK, VL, gk ‘
VN o CHEV PONTIAC 1955-57. 1956-70 Yo
* CAMARO, FIREBIRD, TRANS AM —67-79
© FALCON —1960 ONWARDS  FAIRLANE — 1962 ONWARDS
 TELSTAR — 83-88 « CORTINA — TC, TD, TE, TF « CAPRI —
1969-73 » LASER/ METEOR ALL MODELS  MUSTANG —64-
68 HARDTOP » F-SERIES —FORD F100, F250, F350, 1968
ONWARDS o ESCORT —ALL MODELS  DATSUN/ NISSAN —
1200, 1600, 120Y, 1808, 2008, 240K, BLUEBIRD, SKYLINE,
240C, 260C. » COLT —1980-90 » MAGNA —TM, TN, TP
© SUZUKI —SWIFT, HATCH o TOYOTA —CELICA TA22 RA23,
28, RA40 COROLLA 1967-81 CORONA 1972-83, CRESSIDA
1977-80, CROWN 1966-74 » VALIANT —1962-1380 CENTURA
—ALL MODELS « GALANT —GA GB GC GD o LANCER —
1974-81 ¢ PEUGEOT —504 « HILLMAN —HUNTER o HONDA
—CIVIC 74-83 « ACCORD —77-80 PRELUDE—1979-87
* SIGMA —ALL MODELS o SCORPION —ALL MODELS
 STARION —82-87 « CORDIA —83-89 « LEYLAND
ALL MODELS, P75 « MAZDA 1200, 1300, CAPELLA, 808, 323,
626,929, 121, RX2, RX3, RX4, RX5, RX7 « ALFA/ALFETTA —GT
& GTV 116 SERIES, BELINA 2000 1974-77 « TRIUMPH —TR7
@ RENAULT —12, FUEGO, VW PASSAT, GOLF, BEETLE, TYPE
3'S o FIAT — 124 SPORTS « LANCIA —BETA 2000
© VOLVO — 144,164,
OTHER MAKES - Prices vary between models.
Phone free on 008 032 133 for quote.
CARS: Jaguar, Mercedes, Volvo, Datsun 2402, 260Z, MGB,
Porsche, BMW & more.
aXd's: & COMMERCIALS, Hi-Lux, Landcruiser, Patrol
Pathfinder, Rodeo, Range Rover, L 300, Lite Ace, Paj
and more.

VICTORIA. COBL
SURREY HILLS 4
DANDENONG

Al
NEW SOUTH WALE. SHOWROOM & SATES
SILVERWATER TER ROAD (02) 647 1741
CARLTON 11 Prnces Highy 3y (02) 546 7914
MAIL AND PHONE ORDERS WELCOME
socaers 008 335 896

| == | PHONE FREE ON masor CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

1600 in 1966 with the 2000
coming out a year later from
Japan with a spare race
motor. The spare went into
the 1600 while the new car
won its class at the Surfers
Paradise Enduro race in its
debut year.

Gordon Dobie from Datsun
Performance Centre (03 - 398
1406) in the Melbourne sub-
urb of Hampton now owns
the original Datsun 2000 and
raced it for a long time after
picking it up when it lost fac-
tory support. He had done a
lot of engine preparation for
the Datsuns in the 60s as well
as many other race cars of
the era before purchasing the
cheap, reliable car and get-
ting back behind the wheel he
had abandoned to go wrench-
ing.

Surfers Paradise’s Enduro in
1969 was the last long dis-
tance sports car race on the
east coast and opportunities
for Datsun to demonstrate the
durability of their production
sports car dissipated. For a
while it continued to run in
Marque Sports races, again
with success until AMI’s Spit-
fire came out with an alloy
body and showed everybody
a clean pair of heels.

Even back then when the

cars were racing every two
weeks, they were usually
only rebuilt once a year and
later Gordon says that it
wasn’t uncommon to have
2000 engines from cars still
going strong after 400,000
kms and 15 years of racing.

When Gordon bought his
one he raced it in all sorts of
competitions including sprints,
30-lap championship events,
hill climbs and two six-hour
races with regular success.
The car was undefeated in hill
climbing events for almost
five years before he retired it
to go open wheel racing.

Such was his affection for
the car that when he gave the
driving game away uf-u
together in 1987 he got rid of
all his open wheelers but just
couldn’t bring himself to part
with the 2000 which he still
dutifully maintains annually.

He recently offered one of
his employees, Luke Mc-
Allister a race drive in the car
that had fired it’s first shots in
anger over 25 years ago. The
car retained its competitive-
ness and reliability by finish-
ing seventh in a 24 hour race
at it’s return outing in 1992,
Since then it has gained a
string of third placings in a
variety of events.




For over 15 years Gordon Dobie raced this car
in everything from hill climbs to lap dashes

and 24 hour races. The car undergoes an
annval rebuild but is very much as it was when
it first raced over 25 years ago and still carries
the original gearbox.

The car is still fitted with all and an l.s.d. with a range of litre race engine with forged
the factory options that made spare ratios were amongst pistons, steel counter-
it so competitive on the track. the host of goodies that came balanced crankshaft, billet
Twin 50mm Solex carbies, a standard with the car. cam, stainless valves and DPC
close ratio five-speed gearbox Basically it is a factory two racing springs and special

GORDON DOBIE'S
DATSUN

PERFORMANCE

CENTRE

% 27 Years Datsun racing experience % 4 years as Chief
Medlanictom.Datsunwwksﬁm-aﬂmqudﬂicaﬁonsmm
put us ahead in all aspects of...

ENGINE RECONDITIONING
FOR ALL ROAD AND TRACK REQUIREMENTS

71 KINGSWAY, KINGSGROVE, NSW 2208
PH: (02) 502 1699. FAX: (02) 502 2646
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BEACH Rd.

HAMPTON

The Datsun’s potential has never ru”y been

fully tested because it has always been so
successful and reliable in reasonably stock form

head that was gas-flowed
and ported at DPC. The sprint
engine produces about 240
bhp at 8000 rpm while the
powerplant used for the en-
durance races is good for ap-
proximately 165 bhp at 6750
revs per minute.

As well as the in-house
racing springs, the suspension
has been modified with the
addition of a sway bar and
specially-modified shock ab-
sorbers while the gearbox is
the same unit that resided in
the car back in 1967. The rear
end uses a diff ’ that is
mounted on a factory clutch-
type l.s.d. centre that varies
between 5.1:1 and 3.7:1 in
ratio depending on the ap-
plication required.

The brakes are 285 mm
discs at the front and alloy

230 mm finned drums at the
rear which operate behind a
set of Alloy Craft composite
wheels that were also
manufactured at DPC. Dunlop
slicks fit under the flared
guards which Sports Car
racing regulations allow.
Flares at the front were a fac-
tory option while the rear
ones were hand-beaten by
Gordon at his shop.

Signal Red paint now
adorns the car, a colour that
has sentimental value to the
owner but which is slightly dif-
ferent to the Carnation Red
that was its original race
colours.

There is still a heap of room
for development in the engine
and handling of the car but
Gordon has always been so
successful with the car that he

has never found the need to

go overboard and apart from
the annual engine freshening,
race preparation involves
simply checking the fuel and
tyre pressures. That is a
category that very few com-
petitive cars fall into now or
in the past.

For it’s owner the car has
certainly proven to be the un-
breakable toy that the car
has so often been referred to.

Gordon Dobie’s Datsun 2000
Sports

Factory racing two litre
engine. Forged pistons,
counter-balanced crank,
billet cam, ported and
gas flowed head with

stainless steel valves.

Engine:

Twin 50mm Solex
carburettors

Induction:

Transmission:  Factory Racing five-
speed with close ratios,

original from 1967

From 5.1:1 10 3.7:1,
Ls.d. depending on
application

Differential:

DPC springs, sway bar
and specially modified
shock absorbers

DPC composite racing
wheels

Tyres: Dunlop circuit racing
slicks

Suspension:

Wheels:




GOMING 10
GRIPS WITH

[EGHNIGAL

GLUTGHES

AMR-+GT takes a look
at the workings of the
oft neglected clutch
. . . another gripping
technical feature!

nless you’re driving a car with an
automatic gearbox you're
probably relying fairly heavily on

the integrity of your clutch, and when you
stop to think about it the humble clutch is
something many motorists take decidedly
for granted. In the course of even a
relatively short drive the clutch is engaged
and disengaged scores of times, and each
time you depress that pedal and then slip it
up again the clutch is subject to the
enormous strain of transferring the engine’s
horsepower and torque to the gearbox —
when you stop to think about it it’s amazing
that clutches are as reliable as they are, and
last as long as they do.

Not, as we’ve said before, that many
people bother to think about their clutch, so
to rectify that AMR+GT’s technical column
this issue will endeavor to explain the
workings of the various types of clutches,
the bepefits of each variety and how they
may bé&improved upon for the performance
driver.

Starting with the obvious, the basic
purpose of the clutch is to provide a method
of disengaging the engine from the driven
road wheels: either to allow the engine to be
started and achieve sufficient rpm to win
forward motion, or to enable gears to be
changed more smoothly. By definition the
clutch must also transfer power from the
engine to the road (via the gearbox, diff etc.
etc.) and to do so the clutch employs the
simple principal of friction transfer. One of
the easiest methods of envisaging the
workings of a clutch is to imagine a pair of
power drills fitted with circular sanding
discs facing each other: if one drill is turned
on and brought into contact with the other
the second sanding disc will gradually begin
to revolve and as pressure is increased the
two discs will be “locked™ together by the
pressure and friction both revolving at the
same speed. In practice the clutch is
somewhat more complicated but the basic
principle remains the same.

The common automotive clutch consists

—_




of four main components: the flywheel (not
strictly speaking a part of the clutch
assembly per se), the driven plate (more
commonly, but less precisely referred to as
the clutch plate), the pressure plate, and the
clutch housing or cover. The flywheel is
bolted to the engine’s crankshaft and rotates
with it (being represented in the power drill
example by the rotating drill); the driven
plate is splined to the gearbox input shaft
so that they rotate together, but is capable
of sliding along the length of the input shaft
(corresponding to the stationary drill in the
foregoing example); and the clutch housing
and the pressure plate serve as the means of
forcing the two friction components
together.

When the pressure plate brings the
driven plate into contact with the flywheel
the engine’s crankshaft and the gearbox
input shaft rotate as one (assuming of
course that there is no slippage) and the
clutch is said to be engaged. When the
clutch pedal is depressed the driven plate
separates from the flywheel and the
pressure plate, the crankshaft and input
gearbox shaft are free to rotate
independently and the clutch is said to be
disengaged.

The basic driven plate consists of a
centrally splined circular steel disc, the
outer faces of which are covered with a
friction material referred to, naturally
enough, as the clutch lining. This lining
possesses similarities to brake pad material
in that it must be able to withstand

TEGHNIGAL

enormous heat. Often the driven plate will
be constructed in two sections, with the
inner and outer parts connected by a series
of springs such that a small amount of
movement is allowed between the outside of
the disc and the central splined hub: this
sprung design of driven plate is used to ease
clutch engagement, the springs acting as
shock-absorbers and helping to prevent
jerkiness in the driveline. Another
commonly used method of cushioning the
initial clamping effect between driven plate
and pressure plate and flywheel is the use of
a fluted disc on which the friction materials
are mounted: in this case rather than a solid
disc engineers employ a disc rather like a
flattened ships propellor which allows a
certain amount of flexibility, again
cushioning the initial clutch take-up.

When the driven plate is clamped against
the flywheel by the pressure plate the
clamping load must be great enough to
prevent slippage at the maximum torque
delivered by the engine to the flywheel.
This clamping force is generally provided
by some form of spring, and it is the type of
spring that defines the basic style of clutch:
either the coil-spring clutch or the
diaphragm clutch.

In the coil-spring clutch the pressure
plate is backed by a number of coil springs
and housed with them in the pressed steel
clutch cover or clutch housing which is in
turn bolted to the flywheel. The springs
push against the clutch housing forcing the
pressure plate towards the flywheel and into
contact with the driven plate. Neither the
driven plate not the pressure plate is rigidly
connected to the flywheel, however, both
can move either towards or away from it
along the line of the crankshaft and gearbox
input shaft.

When the clutch is engaged the springs
push the pressure plate onto the driven
plate forcing it against the flywheel thus
causing the gearbox input shaft to rotate at
the same speed as the crankshaft. When the
clutch pedal is depressed to disengage the
clutch, a thrust pad riding on the gearbox
input shaft is forced towards the flywheel
engaging levers engaged to the pressure
plate. As the thrust pad moves forwards the
levers progressively withdraw the pressure
plate from contact with the driven plate,
pulling it back against its springs, thus
releasing the pressure on the driven plate,
disconnecting the gearbox from the engine
and allowing the gearbox input shaft and
the engine crankshaft to rotate
independantly.

In today’s cars the coil-spring clutch has
been largely replaced by the diaphragm
clutch which needs less pedal pressure. The

diaphragm clutch contains a conical spring
with radiating slots that is installed in the
clutch housing so that when the clutch is
engaged it takes on an almost flat profile. In
trying to regain its conical shape the spring
exerts an even pressure around all of its
edges performing a similar, but more evenly
distributed function to the conventional
springs in the coil-spring clutch. Rather
than employ a series of levers to transfer the
motion of the thrust pad to the pressure
plate springs, the diaghragm clutch sees the
thrust pad acting immediately against the
spring flexing it over centre to free the
pressure plate.

Another alternative exists to the sprung
clutches, the centrifugal clutch, but it is
seldom used in today’s vehicles other than
as an adjunct to sprung clutches. The
theory is relatively simple: weighted arms
are used on the pressure plate, and as
engine revs rise centrifugal force
progressively clamps the pressure plate
against the driven plate — the higher the
engine revs the more force exerted to keep
the pressure plate against the driven plate.
The use of such a design enables relatively
low spring pressures to be used to keep
pedal effort down to acceptable levels while
ensuring that clutch slip does not become
evident as torque levels and rpm climb.

When it comes to high performance
clutches there’s very little you can do with
your existing clutch short of taking it out
and throwing it away. High performance
clutches rely on three basic items: improved
friction material, increased friction material
area and harder “clamping” by the pressure
plate (i.e. stiffer springing).

Twin-plate clutches are often used in
high performance or heavy duty
applications as a means of increasing the
amount of available friction material
without making the clutch diameter unduly
large or substantially increasing the overall
weight of the clutch. As the name suggests
an extra friction plate is incorporated,
doubling up with a steel floating disc
between the two plates.

So, how do vou know if you need a
performance clutch? Well, any significant
increase in engine horsepower will increase
the strain on your clutch, as will a
succession of hard standing starts such as
encountered in drag racing. Such usage
obviously requires uprated components.
However if there’s any doubt in your mind
one thing you really ought to remember is
that if your clutch blows you just aren’t
going to go anywhere!
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ales of old racing cars found

languishing in barns are generally

just that . . . tales . . . but for West
Australian historic racing devotee Ian
Boughton the myth became a reality when
he discovered a 1950 Mark 1V Cooper
tucked away, virtually forgotten, in a
crumbling outhouse. Initial inspection
showed this forbear of the modern open-
wheeler to be in a remarkably sound
condition, so without too much ado Mr
Boughton made his purchase and set the
mechanical mouse on the restoration trail
after discovering a little of its history.

The car was originally brought to
Australia by Cooper importer, John
Crouch. Specially built for Crouch it had
factory-fitted long-range fuel tanks,
mounted in the extreme nose, over the
driver’s knees and over the engine at the
rear — one wonders what effect the nose-
tank had on the handling, mounted as it was
ahead of the front wheels.

Crouch raced the car at hillclimbs and
circuits up and down the eastern seaboard.
The Rob Roy hillclimb in January 1950 was

Pl

VATING

n the days before roll bars

when you could see a driver’s elbows

rise and fall as he wrestled with the steering

wheel the Cooper brothers’ produced a ‘mechanical
mouse’ which came close to being everyman’s
racing car. AMR+GT samples one of the breed . . .

won by a Cooper 1000, but that may have
been an earlier car, as the Boughton car is a
1950 model.

In 1952, Crouch brought his Cooper to
Western Australia for the Hillclimb
Championship and for the Australian
Grand Prix at Narrogin. He duly won the
WA Hillclimb Championship but dropped
out of the Grand Prix with a holed float
bowl (which is among Ian Boughton’s
souvenirs).

After the Narrogin race, George Best of
Koorda purchased the car from Crouch. He
used it for a couple of meetings at the old
Mooliabeenie airstrip circuit and at some
round-the-houses events before putting it
into storage later in the year.

For almost 30 years, the little V-twin was
“‘garaged” in a shed, appreciated only by a
sizeable colony of spiders. It was from this
“time capsule” that Ian Boughton rescued
the Cooper in 1982. Apart from the tyres
having become a little harder, the whole
machine was in its 1952 state. The most
difficult task in its preparation for a
triumphant come-back was removing the

spiders! Amazingly the purchase included a
complete — though dismantled — spare
engine. The condition of the Boughton
Cooper is so good that the other Cooper
owners are using it as a pattern for their
restorations.

Not that there is a great deal of car to
restore on the diminutive Coopers, for in
keeping with brothers Charles and John’s
philosophy of making the cars light and
nimble, they are remarkably simple.

The basic chassis for the Cooper of this
era consisted of a hefty ladder section built
from rectangular steel lengths joined by
large diameter round tubing. This
construction formed the main chassis,
sporting off-growths of small diameter
tubing to form the superstructure for the
attachment of the suspension and body
panels.

The suspension itself was simple but
effective. Proprietary uprights were
supported at the bottom by an A-arm, the
upper linkage being the end of a transverse
leaf spring. The engine and gearbox are
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again proprietary parts from some of the
myriad manufacturers who earnt a living
producing components for motorised cars
and bikes at the time. The most common
engine found in Coopers destined for
Australia was the JAP V-twin — either 996
or 1097cc — which transferred power to a
Burman gear and hence to the rear axle via
a chain.

The entire ensemble provided a
lightweight, highly manoeuvrable, reliable
racing car which instantly found
acceptability and success the world over.
So, what were these tiny racers like to
drive? The best way to find out is to drive
one, and this — by the kind invitation of
Ian Boughton — we were able to do.

Duly ensconced in the cockpit — much
more roomy than, say, a Formula Ford —
we were briefed by the proud owner. The
pedals — unlike those of many racers of the
same era — are conventionally arranged
with the brake and not the accelerator in the
centre. The magneto switch is on the left
side of the dash, the steering wheel springs
from its centre and the gear-lever is outside
the frame, but inside the body, on the right
hand side.

That about sums up the controls —
except that, because the Burman gear-box
has motorcycle origins, the gear-shift is of
the positive-stop type. The lever is pushed
forward to shift up, pulled back to shift
down — nothing could be easier — except
that years of rowing back and forth through
a normal car-type gear-shift sets up habits
which are hard to break.

Starting is simple enough — magneto on,
engage second gear, declutch and wait for a
push. Once rolling, engage the clutch, let
the engine turn over a couple of times then
push the accelerator part-way down and
(provided you remember to turn on the fuel
before doing the above) you’re off!

After a false start where neutral was
selected instead of second the car literally
comes alive. The steering wheel —
unfashionably thin-rimmed and string-
bound as an antislip measure — grows to

about two or three times its static thickness
with the unbelievable vibration. Hilton
McGee remarked that the vibration in his
car shakes the top plate of his dentures
loose!

The whole experience of driving the
Cooper can be summed up in one word —
FUN. From swooping through Wanneroo
Park’s Unipart corner’s 180 degrees at the
limit of adhesion of the 30-year-old tyres to
hammering down Readymix Straight with
the big twin thumping away at the rev-limit
of 5000 rev/min, it was a trip in a time
machine.

All too soon it came to an end. The only
“moment”’ being on the last turn before
entering the pit access road. A too casual
downshift saw me with a box full of
neutrals. Forgetting the owner’s instruction
always to change up if that happened, the
Cooper was shifted down — and locked the
rear wheels. The tail snapped round — to
be caught by a flick of the pin-sharp
steering.

Having discovered the reason for
Broughton'’s broad grin when he drives it,
the Cooper was handed back to its owner.

The Cooper is nothing like a modern car
built for the minor formulae. It is taller,
roomier and has a charm about it which is
missing in the functional efficiency of
today’s minor league cars. With about 90
bhp pushing only 600Ib dry weight (67kW
pushing 450kg in metric terms) there is no
shortage of straight-line go, but tiny drum
brakes and skinny tyres are outclassed by
disc brakes and slick tyres. It is perhaps
these very factors which allow a tyro like
myself to climb into the Cooper and enjoy
myself so much. Sliding down into the
tight-fitting cocoon of an FF car and
looking up at the front tyres is much more
daunting to any novice than his first
experience of the friendly older car.

Fun though it most certainly is, it is
difficult to imagine extending one’s stay in
the Cooper to a 100 mile race. The driver
would be shaking so much by the end of the
race that he must almost have shaken
himself out of bed that night.
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GCC MULTICLUB HILL CLIMB
CLOCKWISE SHORT TRACK
Event Ranking

Rank lumbe LastMame  First Name  Chb Vehicle Class Run | Rum 2 Run 3 Run 4 Run B Runé Run T Run @ Run § Run 10 Bun 11 Run 12 Time Gap
Circuit Excel
1 3 BINK Matthew GO Hyundai Excel Circuit Excal 5163 5047 60.47
Formula Vee
1 158 SLATER Scott PIARG Effin Formuk Ves Formula Vee 4850 4552 480 47.90 4790
Improved Production 2001 and over
1 172 ARMSTRONG-FR Craig M Mini Cooper & I paowvirt Prexdas bon 2001 andl 4800 46 46 A 45.789 4578 @807 654 48.76
2 42 HESS ard Goe Honda Accoed vt Prexdac bon 2301 andl 4707 AT 66 anr arTa 4801 a7se AT47 AR08 4107 13
t ] &3 RODWELL  Peter Mt Hyundai i30n et Presdas bon 2301 and 4093 45 LA 4851 4798 4780 4153 4782 AT 4724 148
4 34 ROWLEY Craig RACES iis=an Skyline vt Prexdac bon 2301 andl 5234 B3 7T 5243 50,68 5138 L] 483
6 12 SELWYN Torrerce Goe Datzun 1600 I pr vt Prexde bon 2301 andl 5858 5215 5136 5428 8.8 8136 B60
Improved Production 4WD
1 55 NEWITT Calin GO Mitsubishi Evoldion Impiovind Proxesbon £80 5784 5784
Improved Production up to 2000
1 16 YEOMANS Rhys <l Honda Civic oot Prcsdas buon g %o 2001 4808 4847 4850 47.27 d8.88 4875 4127
Charfie BAC Ford Fiesta Junior 5308 4083 k-] 4693 4788 E368 4729 AT00 469
Lovi el Honda Civic dunior 54T B283 5344 53.53 §1.28 8293 G500
Production Sports Cars 2001 and over
1 4 COLLINS Tegan Gee Mazda RX-8 Proucton Sparts Cate 2001 s&51 6154 520 5128 4873 8212 5043 48657 4873
2 7 HOMER Mark Goe Porsche Cayman Proguton Spai 001 & 5078 4874 4874 oot
Rank lumbe LastMame  FirstMame Chb Vehacle Class Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Run & Run & Run T Run @ Run 8 Run 10 Run 11 Run 12 Time Gap
Production Sports Cars up to 2000
1 T8 UYAMAGE  Lasith <= ‘Subaru BRZ Profucion Spaits Cat spla 2 4008 4927 4844 £1.37 4044
2 12 WILLS Simon Mazda MXS Mazda MX-5 Prosucson Spaits Can spin 2 50.76 4884 4355 4802 5027 50.67 5344 4884 040
3 383 SPEIGHT lan Geo Mazds MX-5 Prosucten Spaits Cars spha 3 5003 5318 a8 a2 5381 4028 o84
4 17 CAMPBELL Scott <= Toyota B8 Profucten Spaits Can spia 3 s0.91 0TS S50 S0.%2 5188 E1.17 4963 4863 118
Sports Cars 2001 & Over
1 145 MAWHINNEY Emest [cle'e) ‘Sunbeam gt Cara 2001 & Over 6138 €128
Sports Cars up to 2000
1 243 VELLA Raymend <= Mazda MX-5 Sports Cars up to 2000 588 E543 S482 S3.47 878 8347
2 3 PARR David GCo Honca imegra Sports Cars up to 2000 5580 ST16 STST S6.02 5678 5863 86.90 Zzay
Sports Sedans 2001 and over
1 14 DUNCAN Robert coo Holden Commado e 4848 4829 EEE] 4895 5017 0.8 50.45 4020
2 141 MAHY dohn acc Holden Commodere Epur Secans 2001 and ot 5001 4315 4805 4868 48.88 52.75 50.61 4868 040
3 5 HASSAN deft Drift Cadet BMW 3301 gt Secasa 2001 and ovnt 4823 4310 4965 50.44 S0 4882 4882 083
Sports Sedans 4WD
1 B JAMES Jordan <= Mitsubizhi Evoldion Sports Sedans 4WD 4508 45232 4516 4608 “®.7 4808
2 135 TEMPLAR doal acc Subaru WRX Sports Sedans 4WD 4883 4985 arTr 4788 4818 80.10 4177 268
Sports Sedans up to 2000
1 45 DYER James <= Sumuki Ignis Epar Sedass up & 200 4537 4708 a5 4611 4e11 888 4738 4611
2 B AZZOPARD| Jai acc Honda Civic Epare Secass up B 2000 4801 4750 AT 4819 48.70 50.85 4858 4755 47.80 138
3 18 BARKER Dale GCC Teyota Corola Epatis Secasa up B 2000 4880 4516 argl 4768 4798 4862 4864 4768 157
4 180 BARKER Brog Goo Toyota Coralla Eparis Secasa up b 200 4882 4879 4859 as1a 4788 4881 4788 178
L3 153 BREYANT darod <= Teyota Corola s Sedass up © 2000 5798 E387 5340 s247 s2a2 358 5361 52268 8226 313
1] T2 MCIVOR Gary GO Ford Escort Epure Secass up b 2000 5965 5866 60.66 1255
7 3 MCNIVEN Jim [cle'e) Teyota Corola Epati Secasa up b 200 D53 5945 5353 58.45 1335




SUPPORTERS AND ADVERTISERS INDEX

MOE PARKLANDS MOTEL

e (Closest motel to

Bryant Park!

e 3.5 stars

e Family restaurant
next door

e Guest Laundry
e BBQ area

e Car and trailer parking

e Free wireless internet
e Solar heated pool

e At the Moe Parklands Motel, we invite you to picnic or use the guest
barbeque in our delightful gardens.

e For your evening meal, Rookies Bar and Restaurant is next door.

e Adip in our solar-heated pool will relax you at the end of a day enjoying

all that Moe and surrounds has to offer.

RECEPTION HOURS : 7.30 am to 9.30 pm
98 Narracan Drive, Moe, Victoria

Telephone 03 5127 3344

EMAIL: stay@moeparklandsmotel.com.au
WEBSITE: www.moeparklandsmotel.com




These businesses support our club!! Make sure we support them!

Name

Product

Contact Details

Moe Parklands Motel

Accommodation

035127 3344
stay@moeparklandsmotel.com.au

Fowlers Asphalting Roadmaking 0356332918
admin@fowlersasphalting.com.au
Arrow Linemarking Linemarking 0458 882 353

arrowlinemarking@y7mail.com

O’Connell’s tyres

Suspension, front end,
brakes, shocks

035126 2822
Facebook presence
https://oconnellstyres.weebly.com/

Capaldo Automotive
Repairs

Mechanical, alignment and
MX 5 specialist

5134 4328 Ask for Steve

Has anyone seen the Race Cars that belong to this crew? They certainly couldn’t find them at the

wet December 2™ event!

PO Box 199 Trafalgar Vic 3824

Bryant Park track was GIS]P)]hlal“.er(dl by Fowlers AS]P>]hlalllltiiln1g

K For domestic and industrial asphalting services, please call 03 56332918



https://oconnellstyres.weebly.com/

- Gippsland Car Club

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL
TAX INVOICE ABN 76 691 013 424

[+

1/We hereby make application to join/rejoin the Gippsland Car Club Incorporated as a Junior/Single/Family Membership.
All Gippsland Car Club Membership’s expire on the last day of calendar year.

1/We seek membership via (please tick one only)

O Standard Membership (Competitive, Club Permit)
O Associate membership (Non competitive, non voting)

O Interstate Membership (for members residing in states other than Victoria)
NAME
ADDRESS

POSTCODE
TELEPHONE
OCCUPATION

EMAIL ADDRESS

NAME OF EACH PERSON COVERED BY THIS MEMBERSHIP
(Please write the date of birth for each junior member. A junior member is under 18 at January 1, 2024).

I/We agree to abide by the rules, by-laws and constitution of the Gippsland Car Club Incorporated.

How would you like to receive Valve Bounce, Tick One  MAIL : EMAIL:

SIGNATURE/S

Memberships will take a minimum of one week to process, after receipt of completed membership application form and
payment, before the card is posted to you.
Membership becomes effective on receipt of your Membership Card.

2024 Fees if joining or renewing before 15t January 2024(all fees include GST):

Standard Membership: Senior $110, Family $140, Junior $50.
Associate Membership Senior $66, Family $80, Junior $40
Interstate Members: Senior $66, Family $80, Junior $40
2024 Fees if joining or renewing from 1%t January 2024(all fees include GST):
Standard Membership: Senior $125, Family $160, Junior $50.
Associate Membership Senior $80, Family $100, Junior $40
Interstate Members: Senior $80, Family $100, Junior $40

Please mail this form, together with payment, to Gippsland Car Club, P.O. Box 493, Morwell 3840, or email to
membership@gippslandcarclub.com.au, and direct debit your subscription to the Club Account, Bendigo Bank, BSB 633
000, Gippsland Car Club Incorporated, Account Number 1574 73836.

Standard members are those who wish to compete in events, have an input into the Club decision making process, or have a vehicle or wish

to have a vehicle on the Club Permit Scheme.

Associate members are those who do NOT wish to compete in events, do NOT wish to have an input into the Club decision making
process, and do NOT have a vehicle or wish to have a vehicle on the Club Permit Scheme.

Interstate members are those members who reside in a state other than Victoria.

The term JUNIOR in the categories above relates to a single person under the age of 18 years at January 1, 2024.



mailto:membership@gippslandcarclub.com.au

