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CALENDAR 2023 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
September 12   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m., Clubrooms 
Friday to Sunday, 8/10 MA Speedseries Round 7 at Sandown, includes Formula Open 
Sunday 10 Motafrenz Show and Shine, Como Park, South Yarra 
Sunday 10 Shepparton Swap Meet, Shepparton Showgrounds 
Friday to Sunday, 15/17  Repco Supercars at Sandown, Vic 
Friday to Sunday, 15/17  Wangaratta Annual Spring Rally 
Saturday to Sunday, 16/17 Victorian Motor Race Championship Round 4 at Winton 
Sunday 17   M&DCC Boisdale Hill Climb Round 6 Short Track 
Saturday 17   Wodonga Track Days  0412 574010 
Sunday 17   GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Friday 22   Driver Safety track hire at Bryant Park 
Friday to Sunday, 22/24  Victorian State Race Series Round 5 at Phillip Island 
Saturday 23   Tampered Motorsport Budget Enduro at Sandown 
Saturday 23   GCC Club members and hill climb entrants practice day 
Saturday to Sunday, 23/24 Drive Events Racing Morgan Park 
Sunday 24   M&DCC Khanacross 
Sunday 24   Tampered Motorsport Track Day at Sandown 
Sunday 24   GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
Saturday, September 30 Australian Motorkhana Championship at Nirimba Education Precinct, 

Western Sydney 
 
 
OCTOBER 
Sunday 1  Australian Motorkhana Championship at Nirimba Education Precinct, 

Western Sydney 
Sunday 1 MGCC Interclub Challenge Round 3 at Rob Roy 
Sunday 1   RACES East Sale Supersprint 
Tuesday 3   Valve Bounce collation 
Thursday to Sunday, 5/8 Repco Supercars at Bathurst, NSW 
Friday to Sunday, 6/8  Drive Events Racing Symmons Plains 
Saturday to Sunday, 7/8  Heritage Machinery Festival, Alexandra Museum 
Sunday 8   Drive Events track hire at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 10   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m., Clubrooms 
Friday to Sunday, 13/15  MA Trophy Series at The Bend, SA 
Saturday 14   Tampered Motorsport Track Day at Sandown 
Saturday to Sunday, 14/15 VSCC Mt Tarrengower Hill Climb at Maldon 
Saturday to Sunday, 14/15 Australian Supersprint Championship at Morgan Park, Queensland 
Sunday 15   AROCA 12 Hour Relay at Winton 
Sunday 15   AROCA 12 Hour Relay at Winton 
Sunday 15   Lara Lions Classic Car Show, Pirra Homestead, Lara 
Saturday 15   M&DCC Boisdale Hill Climb Round 7 Twilight Long Track 
Friday to Sunday, 20/22  Moto GP at Phillip Island 
Sunday 22   Ford Flathead Festival, National Steam Centre, Scoresby 
Sunday 22   Wodonga Track Days  0412 574010 
Sunday 22   GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Monday to Saturday, 23/28 Targa Tasmania - CANCELLED 
Thursday to Sunday, 26/29 Australian Hill Climb Championship at Ringwood Park Motor 

Complex, NSW 
Friday to Sunday, 27/29  Victorian State Race Series Round 6 at Calder 
Friday to Sunday, 27/29  Repco Supercars at Surfers Paradise, Qld 
Sunday 29   M&DCC Motorkhana 
Saturday 28   GCC Club members and hill climb entrants practice day 
Sunday 29   GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
 
 



NOVEMBER 
Thursday to Saturday, 2/4 Drive Events Racing The Bend 
Monday 6   West Gippsland Car Club 
Tuesday 7   Valve Bounce collation 
Friday to Sunday, 10/12  MA Speedseries Round 8 at Bathurst (International) 
Friday to Sunday, 10/12  MG Road Racing Championships 
Saturday or Sunday 11 or 12 SAAB Club track hire 
Saturday 11   M&DCC Noel Burley Memorial Hill Climb, Round 8 Twilight 
Saturday to Sunday, 11/12 Bendigo National Swap Meet 
Saturday to Sunday, 11/12 PIARC Supersprint Round 4 (including races) at Phillip Island 
Tuesday 14   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m., Clubrooms 
Saturday to Sunday, 18/19 Victorian Motor Race Championship Round 5 at Winton 
Sunday 19   31st Historic and Classic Rob Roy 
Sunday 19   Shannons American Motoring Show, Caribbean Park 
Sunday 19   Wodonga Track Days  0412 574010 
Sunday 19   Nugget Nationals track hire at Bryant Park 
Thursday to Sunday, 23/26 Repco Supercars at Adelaide Parklands, SA 
Friday to Sunday, 24/26  Geelong Revival 
Thursday to Sunday, 23/26 Challenge Bathurst 
Saturday to Sunday, 25/26 Island Magic at Phillip Island, includes Formula Open 
Sunday 26   RACES East Sale Supersprint 
 
 
DECEMBER 
Friday 2    Tampered Motorsport Budget Enduro at Sandown 
Saturday 3 GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park (Twilight Event)  
Saturday 3 Tampered Motorsport Track Day at Sandown 
Tuesday 5 Valve Bounce collation 
Tuesday 12 Board Meeting 
Sunday 10 GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Saturday 17 Wodonga Track Days  0412 574010 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 2024 
 
JANUARY 
Sunday 21 Festival of Motoring at Cruden Farm 
Sunday 21 VHCC Round 1 at Rob Roy (MGCC) 
 
FEBRUARY 
Sunday 4 GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Friday to Sunday, 16/18 Bathurst 12 Hour Race 

Saturday 17   VHCC Round 2 (Twilight event) at Bryant Park (GCC) 
 
MARCH 
Friday to Sunday, 15/17 Adelaide Motorsport Festival. Adelaide Parklands  
Saturday to Sunday, 16/17 VHCC Round 3 at MT Leura, Camperdown (BLCC) 
Sunday 17 Porsche Club of Victoria track hire at Bryant Park 
Thursday to Sunday, 21/24 Australian Grand Prix at Albert Park 
Saturday 23 MSCA Sandown Sprint 
Sunday 24 Porsche Club of Victoria 6 Hour Relay at Sandown 
 
APRIL 
Sunday 21 VHCC Round 4 at Bryant Park (PIARC) 
 
MAY 
Sunday 10 VHCC Round 5 at Rob Roy (VMCI) 
Saturday to Sunday, 18/19 Terry Baker Motorsport Weekend at Bryant Park 
 



JUNE 
 
JULY 
 
AUGUST 
Saturday and Sunday, 10/11 VHCC Round 6 at One Tree Hill Ararat (ACC) 
 
DECEMBER 
Saturday 1 GCC Multiclub Twilight Hill Climb 
Sunday 8 GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park 
 
 
NOTE:  All dates shown above are subject to change - please check with the organisers of the 
events to confirm the dates.  TBC alongside an event means date to be confirmed.  Events shown as Bold are  

rounds of the Gippsland Car Club Club Championship (some of these dates may be changed): events shown as  
Bold Italics are rounds of the Gippsland Car Club Khanacross Championship.   GCC Practice Days are for 
members and associate members only, and will run from 1.00 p.m. until 4.00 p.m..  If you believe that any of the  

dates listed are incorrect, please contact John Bryant and they will be amended.  
 
 

 

 

Some of the crew from our recent working bee.  A great turnout but unfortunately it was far too 

wet to do much outside.  Regardless the clubrooms and toilets got a good clean up and some work 

was done on the PA system in prep for the VHCC round.  

PO Box 199 Trafalgar Vic 3824 

Bryant Park track was asphalted by Fowlers Asphalting 
For domestic and industrial asphalting services, please call 03 56332918 



Editorial Ponderings:  

 

Welcome to the September edition of Valve Bounce. 

 

Shortly after we went to print on the August edition I found out that Nick Zeeman had also passed 

away.  Nick was the Club Champion in 1992 and also the Victorian Hillclimb Champion in 1992-93 in 

his motorbike engines formula libre.  Nick’s car was probably the first of the modern generation of 

motorbike engine cars that I remember, and it had a fantastic sound as it screamed around 

Gippsland Park.  On the cover shot you can see Nick in his signature flannelette shirt race suit! 

In this edition we have part 2 of the Altona story by Lloyd Shaw.  The first 3 pages ran in the August 

Valve Bounce and the final part will be in October. 

The final round of the VHCC has been run and won during August so look out for a story in this 

edition also.  I took the opportunity of this round to be assessed for an upgrade to my official’s 

license.  In this case I acquired my Bronze timekeeping accreditation which is important as the club 

needs to have accredited officials to run events. 

If you don’t have any accreditation I would encourage you to jump on to the Motorsport Australia 

site and go through the officials link to do some of the training.  The General Officials accreditation 

can just be completed online and then it will be added to your license.  You can then do the bronze 

upgrade modules online, before then needing to do an event assessment as a final sign off.  For 

those with Bronze already maybe it’s time to look at a silver upgrade! 

 

See you soon: 

Jarrod Bryant 

 

Max Hooper over “Skyline” Gippsland Park  



Chairmans Report – Rhys Yeomans September 2023 

Canteen 

Despite a couple of conversations, we’re still no closer to having a canteen up and running 

again. We had Shelly’s Snack Shack at the latest VHC round, and I’m in the middle of 

scheduling another food and/or coffee van for our September 24th event. If you or anyone 

else was interested in running the canteen, or you had a food/coffee van that you’d like to 

setup at our events, please don’t hesitate to contact me.   

Motorsport Australia Officials Training 

All Officials at Motorsport Australia events are volunteers, who have donated their time 

both to training for the positions they hold, as well as completing these roles at events that 

both you and I compete in. 

Motorsport Australia provide Officials training through their Online Portal, with different 

levels of training required for each Officials position, for example, Steward, Clerk of Course, 

Timing, Event Administration, Scrutineering etc.  

A number of Board members have been completing further training this year to ensure we 

as a Club remain qualified to run the events we do, and also to provide some redundancy 

for those who usually complete these roles at events.  

Recent Club members who have gained further training and accreditation are -  

Gavin Porthouse – Bronze Steward 

Scott Seddon – Bronze Clerk of Course 

Jarrod Bryant – Bronze Timing (pending accreditation) 

Rob Duncan – Bronze Timing (pending accreditation) 

Rhys Yeomans – Bronze Event Administration, Bronze Steward (pending accreditation) 

If becoming a Motorsport Australia Official or volunteer is of interest, please don’t hesitate 

to contact the Club and volunteer your time at a future event, or look at the Motorsport 

Australia Officials webpage to see the options available to you - 

https://motorsport.org.au/officials 

 

2024 Australia Hillclimb Championship – Expressions of interest 

This week we received an email asking for Expressions of Interest for the 2024 Australia 

Hillclimb Championship. Gippsland Car Club have hosted this event several times in the past, 

both at Gippsland Park and now at Bryant Park (2009, 2011, 2016 and 2018).  

The Board has agreed to submit an EOI for this event in 2024, which has now been sent to 

Motorsport Australia. With the success of past AHC events at Bryant Park, along with the 

current successful State hillclimb (and khanacross!) rounds we hold, we’re hopeful to be 

successful and bringing this event back to Bryant Park.  

It might be a little early to call for volunteers, though if you are interested in being involved I 

the organising group for this event, please don’t hesitate to make this known.  

about:blank


 

 
 
 
 



BITS AND PIECES, INCLUDING FROM THE BOARD                                       John Bryant 
 
WHERE ARE WE AT WITH OUR NEW TOILETS AND SCRUTINY BUILDINGS?  The buildings are on site, 
and they look as though they are finished and ready for use.  If you thought that, you would be 
fooled as much more work remains to be done now that the buildings are on site.  Ken Neilson has 
been working almost full time on the fitting out aspect of the buildings.  Larger tasks to be 
undertaken include connecting both the power and the sewage systems so that the buildings can be 
used.  The power requires connections to be made from the main power board on the outside of the 
Clubrooms to the new buildings, and this is to be underground.  We have engaged a contractor to do 
this work – this is no mean task as the connections have to be bored underground, including under 
the track entrances.  Connection of the sewage system is a little easier as the distances involved are 
not as great – we already have the septic tank installed.  We also need to make the water 
connections from the tanks to the buildings – a lot of work remains for both plumbers and 
electricians to complete. 
 
BARRIERS - Those of you who compete in our khanacross events will know that a number of the 
shorter tests conducted are in the pit area.  We have been conducting khanacross events in this area 
ever since we moved to the track in 2008 – prior to that time we used ‘The Farm’ at Gippsland Park – 
that was a dirt/gravel/grass track, and, apart from trees, there was very little to hit and damage your 
car (or yourself for that matter).  A number of Board members have been concerned that at the pit 
area we use for khanacrosses someone may hit the timing building in the first instance and now the 
new toilet/scrutiny buildings – the buildings both appear to be an accident looking for somewhere to 
happen but luckily this has never happened, which is not to say it won’t.  As such, the Board 
discussed what type of barriers may be used between the buildings and the edge of the pit area to 
prevent any possible damage to the buildings- the types of barriers discussed were water barriers 
(the red and white barriers seen on new road construction areas) and steel guardrail as seen along 
most roads.  At this point in time we have sought and received quotes for the water barriers and for 
the guardrail.  The one type of barrier we have not considered is the rope barrier as seen along 
highways.  A decision as to what type of barrier we will use will be made at the Board meeting on 
September 12 – it may even be that the decision is made to use both types of barriers in different 
locations.  An interesting thing about the quotes received is that the steel guardrail appears to be 
cheaper than the water barriers, which is not what I would have personally thought. 
 
DISCUSSED AT THE JULY AND AUGUST BOARD MEETINGS – SPEEDING IN PIT/PADDOCK AREA - This 
was still occurring at the hill climb on August 27  - we could hope that the guilty parties were 
members of other car clubs who had not seen our last Valve Bounce and that our members had 
taken notice and were driving slowly.  PLEASE SLOW DOWN, PARTICULARLY WHEN LEAVING THE 
TRACK, BEFORE AN ACCIDENT OCCURS. 
 
DANNY TRAVERSO - Well done Danny Traverso – second outright in the round of the Victorian Rally 
Championship held in the central Gippsland region a week ago – the rally was the first day of the 
Australian Rally Championship held over two days.  It looks suspiciously as though Danny is driving 
his Lancer Evo 7 which used to be his hill climb and sprint car – the same car and driver still hold 
some records at our hill climb.  The winner of the event was gun rally driver Brendan Reeves, and I 
notice that Justin Dowel was in fourth place, with Nick Seymour from Maffra in seventh position. 
 
CALENDAR 2024 - It is time to start putting the Calendar for 2024 in place, and as such you will 
notice some 2024 dates already included.  We have two of our hill climb and one khanacross date 
included. The dates for the 2024 VHCC are included, and you will notice that there are six rounds 
next year, with two at Bryant Park, two at Rob Roy and one each at Mt Leura and One Tree Hill.  Our 
Calendar will consist of eight rounds for the hill climb aspect of the Club operations and eight rounds 



for the khanacross aspect.  The two rounds of the VHCC shown on our Calendar are two of the eight 
rounds for our hill climbs, and we will also feature a round of the Victorian Khanacross 
Championship at a date to be determined in addition to seven other dates, one of which is already 
included.  It is to be hoped that the other dates are included in the October edition of Valve Bounce. 
 
AUSTRALIAN HILL CLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP 2024 - The matter was raised at the recent Board 
meeting, but no answers were given.  Chairman Rhys agreed to follow this topic – read what he has 
included in his report for the answer. 
 
USE OF ELECTRIC/HYBRID VEHICLES IN VHCC EVENTS (and GCC events)- The use of such vehicles 
was allowed in the VHCC until recent times, and we have also had an electric vehicle running in the 
AHCC at our track.  This matter was discussed at the Victorian Hill Climb Advisory Panel recently, 
with a paper presented to the Panel by John Elliott – an Executive Summary of his paper states that 
he cannot recommend the running of Electric or Hybrid vehicles until: 

• All officials, trackside and in pits, are trained in the unique hazards these vehicles can pose 

• Appropriate water baths are installed at all venues that allow competition 

• Appropriate recovery equipment is available 

• Contract Rescue and Medical personnel are aware of these unique hazards, and carry 
appropriate equipment. 

 
VOLUNTEERS - A copy of a paper that I wrote a few years ago about volunteers was included in the 
last Valve Bounce- it concluded by asking how we obtain volunteers for our events.  Either no-one 
read the article or no one is really concerned about volunteering to run our events, as not one 
person has stepped forward.  We will get to the situation in the not too distant future when we do 
not have volunteers and therefore we do not run events.  It would be appreciated if some of our 5 to 
6 hundred members decided to assist the Club in the conduct of our events – very few skills are 
required, particularly in khanacross events. 
 
OLD HILL CLIMB TRACKS - When I was a boy (a very long time ago) my father used to take the family 
to motor sport events, some of which were hill climbs – Rob Roy and Templestowe were the closest 
to home (Essendon) and were conducted on a regular basis.  Rob Roy is alive and well and has just 
been refurbished.  Templestowe, however is long gone, but you can visit where it once was.  If you 
are out on the proverbial Sunday drive go to the far north end of Blackburn Road, then just over the 
roundabout at the intersection of the Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road.  You will find heritage signs in 
place to show you the way.  Hepburn Springs was also a good hill climb in the day. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 



VICTORIAN HILL CLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND 7, BRYANT PARK, SUNDAY AUGUST 27, 2023 – 
CLOCK WISE SHORT TRACK John Bryant was looking on at the action! – Pics by Kev Wilson 
 
This event was the last round of the Victorian Hill Climb Championship for 2023, and attracted a very 
good field of 79 entrants, 76 of whom faced the starter’s flag.  The event was run by the Victorian 
Mini Club, and used the rarely used Clockwise Short Track.  A few competitors were heard to 
complain about this layout (probably because they had not run on it before) but most appeared to 
be very happy with the layout. Competitors were offered six runs each on the day, and most of them 
took advantage of the offer. 
 
From my point of view (being a purist who likes to see as many open wheel cars as possible in events 
such as this) I was very happy to see that the first seven finishers were indeed driving Formula Libre 
racing cars, and that they all belonged to the Gippsland Car Club.  Occasional visitor Greg Ackland 
blew the field away to take out fastest time of Day by over 2 seconds from second placed Alan Foley 
– Greg also set a new track record for this configuration, taking away the Brett Hayward record 
which was set 12 years ago.  Mike Barker finished in third place closely behind Alan, with current 
VHCC Champion Dave Mahon is fourth.  Wim Janssen, Ewen Moile and Keith Wilson took out 
positions five, six and seven.  Bradley DeLuca from SA in the rotary powered Anglia was the first tin 
top in eighth position, with Jordan James in ninth and Glenn Latter in tenth. 
 

 
 
Something that I complain about on a regular basis is the number of classes with only one entry – I 
cannot complain too loudly this time as there was only one such class on this occasion, that being 
Sport Sedans 1601 to 2000, where Garry McIvor managed to take the win.  There were a few classes 
with only two entrants, but as Ken Bright said to me once at Phillip Island, you only need two to 
make a race.  Harold (Bill) Roberts and Ryan Nothard certainly proved this in the Formula Vee class, 
where Bill took the win over Ryan by 0.44 of a second.  The Sports Cars Clubman class was not quite 
as close, with just over 2 seconds separating Colin Newitt and Gregory Sticker at the end of the day.  
Improved Production 4WD was another two entrant class, with Lasith Lyanage taking the win over 
James McCoy by 1.47 seconds, whilst Mark Pitman in the immaculate MG TC Special took out the 
Historic Other class from Alan Mead in the Elleton by just 1.27 seconds.  The remaining two entrant 
class was the Improved Production 1601 to 2000 class, where Kevin Baptist won by the narrow 
margin of 0.54 of a second from Ayrton Williams. 



Three cars and six drivers in the Sports Cars Open/Closed up to 2000 class – Sei Vella was first in the 
double entered Mazda MX5, whilst Jye Preston was second in the triple entered Mini Moke.  Glenn 
Latter was first in the Sports Cars Open/Closed 3001 and over (four entrants) from Ranald Maclurkin 
in the absolutely immaculate track racing rather than hill climbing Aston Martin Vantage V8.  Mick 
Goossens was the winner of the Prod Sports 2B&2F up to 2000, with Ian Maud in second and Brody 
Goossens third in this seven car class.  Jim McNiven took the win in the three car Sports Sedans up to 
1600 class from David Cantwell, who managed just one run after taking out the distinction of being 
the only car damager on the day.  There were eight entrants in the Sports Sedans 2001 and over 
class, which was taken out by the rotary engined Ford Anglia, from Steve Grinstead in the very well-
presented Holden Commodore, from Adam Stoddart in third in the turbo Mini.  Jordan James was a 
long way in front of the opposition in the Sports Sedans 4 WD class, taking the win from the 
Corluka/Corluka Subaru, who were only 0.26 seconds apart.  Warren Heath and Rhys Yeomans 
continued their usual battle in the six car Improved Production up to 1600 class, with Warren first on 
this occasion by just 0.32 of a second from Rhys.  The other four in the class were some distance 
behind.  Improved Production 2001 to 3000 also had six starters, with John Pitman taking first from 
Henry McLeay.   
 
Another class with six starters was the Improved Production 3001 and over class, taken out by Drew 
Widgerey in the very nice looking and sounding Holden SSV Commodore, from Craig Armstrong-Fray 
in the Mini Cooper S who was second just 0.35 seconds behind.  The Non Log Booked class was the 
final class for the day, and this class featured five starters.  GCC member Damien Pennycuick was a 
clear winner here, from Oscar Kline in second position.  I must mention here that Angus Clark (just 
turned 14) participated in his first hill climb and performed extremely well. 
 

 
 
That is the end of the Victorian Hill Climb Championship for 2023, and it finished with a very good 
field.  I have not seen the final points score for the Championship, but I believe congratulations 
should be extended to Dave Mahon for taking out the Championship again.  Thanks also go to Jarrod 
Bryant, Rob Duncan and Darryl Hamilton for running the timing system all day.  I can tell you from 
experience that doing the timing when using the Short Track is not easy, when you have a car leaving 
the start line every 20 to 30 seconds, and the timer is watching two cars at the same time.  For the 
second event in a row we had a number of re-runs for competitors, none of which at either meeting 



were caused by the timekeepers or by the equipment.  At the previous event, we had a number of 
blackouts casqued by people changing power points for equipment they were using.  At this event it 
was caused by the senior timekeeper (who didn’t actually do any timekeeping at this event) setting 
up all of the timing gear and forgetting to plug the computer into the power – the computer only 
runs for so long on batteries and in this case it was not long enough!! 
 

 
 
The results for the event are included in this edition of Valve Bounce.  This event was also a round of 
the GCC Club Championship for 2023, and current points are also included in this edition of Valve 
Bounce.  Entries are now open for the next GCC Multiclub Hill Climb on September 24, which I 
believe is using the Clockwise Figure 8 Track. 
 

  

 



Making the Best of a Bad Lot – Ian Maud 

Sometimes you have a good day, and sometimes you wonder why you got out of bed. Here’s a tale 

of how matters unfolded to surprisingly make the best of what could easily have been a nasty event. 

I was travelling home recently from an enjoyable day competing with my FIAT in a sprint event at 

Broadford: I’d decided not to take the same route home to Gippsland - down the Hume Highway - 

and instead set off to wander through the hills to Yarra Glen and then on to home. I was feeling 

pretty relaxed from the day’s competition and so was just taking it easy, in no particular hurry, 

travelling at about 80 kph on a selection of back roads, winding through lovely forest along mostly 

empty roads.  

Upon arrival at Kinglake West, I turned in to a petrol station (the days of being service stations seem 

to have long passed!) only to find they had run out of the diesel needed for my tow car. This was 

only a small annoyance at this stage, as I still had some remaining in the tank. This complacency 

lasted until the chap parked near me said “What’s up with that?” and pointed to my trailer. I thought 

at first that he meant the FIAT straps had become loose or something practical such as that, but 

when I did a lap of the car trailer I discovered a) one wheel was smoking; b) there was a spray of 

liquified grease across the wheel; and c) the axle was no longer in the centre of the wheel hub, as 

you grow accustomed to expecting it to be! Quick conclusion: a wheel bearing had collapsed. Poo, 

and other less charming thoughts crossed my mind at this stage. Generally, after a challenging and 

full-adrenalin day of competition one just likes to relax and cruise home, but clearly this was not to 

be the case tonight. I was stranded in the non-bustling centre of Kinglake West, surrounded by little 

more than forest, with a frosty night starting to settle, and was clearly not going to make it home 

that night. Double Poo.  

My first bit of good luck was that this was a nearly-new petrol station with a vast concrete apron. I 

arranged with the lady running the console to park over on one side, out of the way of enthusiastic 

4WD-ers and locals in a hurry, and used the last vestiges of daylight to strip the offending hub and 

axle assembly to find what was needed to repair it. It soon became evident that where there should 

have been a pair of tapered roller wheel bearings there were now only blued cones, with what little 

remained of the rollers and seals reduced to a blackened sticky paste mixed with occasional small 

lumpy bits: not encouraging. It also became apparent that the only thing stopping the errant hub 

from disconnecting with the axle, and very likely taking the attached wheel for a one-way and high-

speed journey through the local scrub was simply just the washer behind the castellated hub nut. In 

my own defence, I will add here that, surprisingly, there had been no sparks, fires or loud screeching, 

and the trailer was tracking perfectly well!  

Now, at this stage, you could be forgiven for a decent bout of self-indulged despondency. It’s getting 

late; you’re marooned out in the sticks with little apparent help available, and home is a long way 

away – if you leave the trailer and head home, you’ll still need to come back, so it’s going to be a 

long trip(s) and burn up a lot of hours. But…as things turned out: there were more positives than 

negatives, so the evening improved! I realised: 

• Had I taken the Hume Highway route, I probably wouldn’t have stopped at this early stage, 

and would have been travelling at a heat-generating 110kph instead of just 80. 

• Even up to just five minutes prior to stopping, I was winding along forestry roads with little, 

if any, place to pull over, let alone stop for the night. 

• Having been to the sprint meeting, I had all the tools, jack, degreaser, gloves and other bits I 

needed for a repair 



• As I’d camped in the tow van the night previously, I had most of what I needed to stay 

another night and withstand the anticipated frosty night (and yes, it was!) The petrol station 

was a large premise with a mini-supermarket inside, which supplied the essential Weet-Bix 

for the next day’s brekky. 

• In fact, as seems to be the norm nowadays, when they built this servo there were a couple 

of other small businesses also included. As I looked behind me, I became aware there was in 

fact the petrol station, with mini-supermarket; a toilet block; an Italian pizzeria and 

restaurant; and a bakery! With the exception of oxygen and wheel bearings, this place in the 

middle of almost nowhere had everything I needed for the moment – what an exceptional 

place to break down! If you had to have an enforced stop anywhere, then this was a brilliant 

choice. 

• Furthermore, I am still getting my head around the realization I am (mostly) retired. Why 

was I fretting about rushing home? There was actually no hurry – I had nothing irreversibly 

booked for the next day.  

• I was about ¾ of an hour’s drive from Campbellfield and the northern Melbourne suburbs, 

where I knew there were multiple trailer manufacturers and repairers, from which I could 

find replacements for the damaged parts. Life was slowly beginning to look pretty sweet. 

•  

 

 

So, having determined what was needed to effect a repair the next day, and having made the 

inevitable phone call home to assure the Good Wife there was a valid reason for me not making it 

home tonight, and no, I was not chasing some floozy around the wilds of Kinglake, I decided to 

capitalise on my good fortune. I stripped off the overalls and gloves (even I have some standards!) 

and paid a visit to the restaurant, where – as my increasing good fortune would have it – I enjoyed a 

delicious pasta meal, Chinotto, cappuccino and the best tiramisu I have ever tasted! I was on a roll 

now – it’s remarkable what a good meal and a coffee can do for you. I returned to the van, bedded 

down and awaited the dawn. 



The story doesn’t just end there, though. The next morning, despite the frost and a distinct layer of 

ice upon the vehicles just to enhance it, I disconnected the trailer and headed off down the road. I 

found a cheerful café open in nearby Whittlesea, where I scored both caffeine and brekky Mk II, 

then discovered the local car parts store around the corner had everything I needed to repair the 

trailer – no need to journey further to Melbourne. By late morning I had everything repaired, 

cleaned up, trailer attached, and was on my way home again. And…now with a new set of trailer 

bearings rattling around in the spares collection I take to meetings: once bitten, twice prepared!  

And so, it eventuated that what could have been a medium disaster with wheels flying off amongst 

traffic on the highway; a trailer skewing to one side at high speed; and being marooned without 

hope of recovery in the near future, turned into a mere small inconvenience and an almost pleasant, 

if enforced, stay overnight in Kinglake. I’m just hoping good luck isn’t like money and you only have 

so much of it: if so, I reckon I’m in overdraft for the time being! 

-Ian Maud 

 

  



Well before the Haunted Hills Hillclimb at Bryant Park we test drove a Haunted Hills Circuit.  Below 

is the track license for the one and only running of this circuit. 

 



 

GCC Khanacross Layouts from “The Farm” at Gippsland Park 

 



1961 Jaguar Mark II   3.4 Litre 
 

3.4 litre manual overdrive with rare factory power steering, built 1961 Australian delivered and sold 

by Bryson Industries Melbourne.  

 

Mechanically restored in 2010 with original numbers matching 3.4L 210 HP engine and painted in 

Golden Sand. Interior upgraded with new red leather XJ40 power seats, retractable seat belts, 

interior walnut panelling restored. 

Rust free body, XJS front discs, 15 x 6 Minilite wheels and Pirelli P5000 tires. Many period "Coombs" 

modifications such as louvered bonnet, Coombs rear wheel arches, cold air intake, 19mm sway bar 

and Nolathane bushes, boot mounted battery. $47,000 with RWC. 

Gary Tate, Newborough Vic 

Phone: 0407 505935 

 



  Part 2 of the Altona story by Lloyd Shaw

 



 



 

  



The Great Corolla Conversion – Part 3.      Jarrod Bryant 

 

The original plan for the next step was to get the twin cam engine and gearbox into the race car as 

soon as possible and then transplant the rest of what’s needed.  Despite this I had a bit of an about 

face and decided to go the other way round, getting the wiring and everything else into the race car 

and dropping in the engine and gearbox last. 

So the next step became getting the engine bay loom and fuse/relay box out of the donor car.  This 

turned out to be a lengthy task with access to some of the connectors extremely challenging.  It was 

a classic case of 80% of it taking no time at all and 20% taking ages.  In particular getting the loom 

past the fuel rail, fuel lines and injectors was a challenge, and who knew that I’d have to remove the 

starter motor just to be able to access the wiring as it was nicely hidden between a heat shield and 

the block.  After some very careful labelling of all of the different connectors I finally got it out, the 

next step being the install into the race car.  Thankfully this turned out to be pretty simple, courtesy 

of an empty engine bay, and it was pretty satisfying to get it installed and actually plug in some 

things like the indicators and headlights. 

 

The Twin Cam EFI loom finally installed into the Race Car 

 

There was an unexpected additional fun step in this process when I went to mount the EFI fuse/relay 

block into the engine bay.  It turns out the air intake hidden in the front guard that connects to the 

airbox is completely different between the single cam and twin cam to allow for the additional size 

of the fuse box.  That meant tearing apart the inner guard of the donor car to access and remove the 

intake so it could be installed into the race car.  Once this was done I was able to bolt in the fuse box 

without and extra dramas. 

 



The next task that turned out to be pretty simple was shifting the ECU from the donor car and 

mounting it up into the race car.  This was again a pretty satisfying moment when I was able to plug 

the engine bay loom into the ECU, feeling like I was achieving something.  The shine did come off 

pretty quickly however when I realised that the entire under dash wiring loom (x2) and driver and 

passenger footwell fuse blocks would also need to be shifted into the race car. 

This turned out to be the most annoying of jobs so far with most of the dash, the heater, heater 

controls and all of the ducting needing to be removed from under the dash to access the loom.  This 

took me probably 6 hours by the time I got everything removed, carefully removed the loom and 

fuse boxes as well as removing the twin cam dash. 

I’m glad to say however that, thanks to the race car having nothing under the dash, the whole thing 

was installed in under an hour, including the twin cam dash.  I then went about removing the rear 

loom (which contains the wiring for the fuel pump and sender etc) and installing that into the race 

car.  In the end I have basically installed all of the wiring front to back from the donor car into the 

race car, with a few minor modifications to accommodate the different tail lights. 

Next stop fuel system.  Due to the in tank pump setup for the EFI on the Twin Cam the entire fuel 

system had to be moved across from one car to the other.  Getting the fuel tank out is a relatively 

straight forward step with the exception of convincing the 40 year old fuel hoses it’s time to let go of 

the pipes.  Removing the actual fuel lines front to rear was a little more challenging.  After a lot of 

crawling under the car, twisting of fuel lines to manoeuvre them out, and one or two expletives, the 

old fuel system was out, along with about 30kg of rocks and dust sitting on top of the tank. 

 

 

Replicating this exercise on the 

donor car was a little harder 

given the increased diameter of 

the fuel lines.  Getting 

everything unbolted was simple 

enough, but getting the actual 

fuel lines out required unbolting 

the exhaust, removing a sway 

bar and a lot of negotiation to 

lever them out of the engine 

bay without damaging them. 

Fitting them up to the race car 

was a little easier but still took 

some time, the hardest part is 

getting the fuel tank back in.  I 

am now happy to say that the 

entire EFI fuel system is 

installed into the race car and 

with electricals also completed 

I’m ready for the engine and 

gearbox to go in. 







 





  



 

VHCC Rd 7
Clockwise Short Track TRACK RECORD 32.22         

New Class Record

Club 

Rank Run Time Class

Class 

Record SCORE

CLASS 

POSITION

Club 

Ch'ship 

Points

1 Gregory ACKLAND 31.81        Formula Libre 1301 to 2000 32.22         0.987      1 20

2 Damien PENNYCUICK 39.21        Improved Production 2001 and over 39.56         0.991      1 6

3 Ian MAUD 41.07        Production Sports Cars up to 2000 40.63         1.011      1  

4 James MCNIVEN 39.45        Sports Sedans up to 2000 39.01         1.011      1 5

5 Jordan JAMES 38.55        Sports Sedans 4WD 38.03         1.014      1 8

6 Warren HEATH 39.18        Improved Production up to 2000 38.52         1.017      1 7

7 Sei VELLA 40.85        Sports Cars up to 2000 40.06         1.020      1  

8 Ian SPEIGHT 41.51        Production Sports Cars up to 2000 40.63         1.022      2  

9 Rhys YEOMANS 39.50        Improved Production up to 2000 38.52         1.025      2 4

10 David MAHON 34.54        Formula Libre up to 1300 33.51         1.031      1 13

11 Lasith LIYANAGE 39.71        Sports Sedans 4WD 38.03         1.044      2 3

12 Kevin BAPTIST 40.24        Improved Production up to 2000 38.52         1.045      3 2

13 Alan FOLEY 33.85        Formula Libre 1301 to 2000 32.22         1.051      2 17

14 Colin NEWITT 40.65        Clubman Sports Cars up to 1600 38.58         1.054      1 1

15 Mike BARKER 33.95        Formula Libre 1301 to 2000 32.22         1.054      3 15

16 Ewen MOILE 35.37        Formula Libre up to 1300 33.51         1.056      2 10

17 Henry MCLEAY 42.14        Improved Production 2001 and over 39.56         1.065      2  

18 Karl HESS 42.25        Improved Production 2001 and over 39.56         1.068      3  

19 Raymond VELLA 43.22        Sports Cars up to 2000 40.06         1.079      2  

20 Garry MCIVOR 42.39        Sports Sedans up to 2000 39.01         1.087      2  

21 Wim JANSSEN 35.10        Formula Libre 1301 to 2000 32.22         1.089      4 11

22 David CANTWELL 43.14        Sports Sedans up to 2000 39.01         1.106      3  

Keith WILSON 37.45        Formula Libre up to 1300 33.51         1.118      3 9

23 Raymond DORE 44.29        Improved Production 2001 and over 39.56         1.120      4  

24 Gavin LANGMUIR 45.11        Sports Sedans 2001 and over 39.87         1.131      1  

25 Arron DANIEL 45.19        Sports Sedans 2001 and over 39.87         1.133      2  

26 John TROLOVE 42.29        Sports Cars 2001 and over 36.70         1.152      1  

27 David PARR 51.72        Sports Cars up to 2000 40.06         1.291      3  

28 Angus CLARK 52.69        Junior 38.52         1.368      1  

29 Noel LINDSAY 44.20        Formula Libre 1301 to 2000 32.22         1.372      5  

27-August-2023



 





 

 

GCC HILLCLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP - 2023

# GCC Entrants 46 35 27 31 29

PLACE

GCC Multiclub 

Hillclimb

VHCC Round 

4

GCC Multiclub 

Hillclimb

GCC Multiclub 

Hillclimb VHCC Rd7

Rounds 

Counted CHAMPIONSHIP @

18-Feb-23 23-Apr-23 04-Jun-23 16-Jul-23 27-Aug-23 29-Aug-23

1 James MCNIVEN 1.028              0.983              0.980              0.906              1.011              5 4.907                           

2 Sei Vella 1.044              1.028              0.935              0.961              1.020              5 4.987                           

3 Rhys Yeomans 1.004              0.999              1.009              0.969              1.025              5 5.006                           

4 Ian Speight 1.064              1.007              0.987              1.009              1.022              5 5.089                           

5 Wim Janssen 1.132              0.938              0.982              1.073              1.089              5 5.216                           

6 Raymond Vella 1.104              1.083              0.956              0.996              1.079              5 5.218                           

7 Garry Mcivor 1.074              1.031              1.054              1.036              1.087              5 5.281                           

8 Colin Newitt 1.036              1.005              1.078               1.054              4 4.173                           

9 Lex Thorbecke 1.228              1.209              1.048              1.058               4 4.543                           

10 Jordan James 1.051              0.990                1.014              3 3.055                           

11 David MAHON 1.027              1.001                1.031              3 3.058                           

12 Warren Heath 1.028              1.016                1.017              3 3.062                           

13 John Trolove   0.990              0.945              1.152              3 3.087                           

14 Ewen Moile   0.970              1.063              1.056              3 3.089                           

15 Frank Penrose 1.060               1.020              1.025               3 3.105                           

16 Dale Hocking 1.068              1.025              1.025                3 3.118                           

17 Kevin Baptist 1.089              1.064                1.045              3 3.198                           

18 Bruce Minahan 1.082              1.068               1.058               3 3.208                           

19 Peter Minahan 1.052              1.101               1.059               3 3.211                           

20 David Cantwell 1.091              1.026                1.106              3 3.223                           

21 David FRENCH  1.082              1.079              1.074               3 3.235                           

22 Karl Hess   1.105              1.073              1.068              3 3.246                           

23 Dennis Orr 1.124              1.154              1.000                3 3.278                           

24 Ian Mayze 1.177               1.091              1.115               3 3.383                           

25 Aileen FRENCH  1.144              1.124              1.160               3 3.428                           

26 Keith Wilson 1.162              1.160                1.118              3 3.439                           

27 David Casey 1.209              1.205              1.076              3 3.489                           

28 Arron Daniel 1.214               1.312               1.133              3 3.660                           

29 David Parr 1.236              1.272                1.291              3 3.800                           

30 Noel Lindsay 1.551              1.209                1.372              3 4.133                           

31 Damien Pennycuick    1.008              0.991              2 1.999                           

32 Thomas Inkster 1.010              1.000                 2 2.010                           

33 Stuart Haverkort 1.053              0.967                 2 2.020                           

34 Gregory ACKLAND 1.034                 0.987              2 2.022                           

35 Lasith LIYANAGE  0.980                1.044              2 2.025                           

36 John Mahy   1.028              1.001               2 2.029                           

37 Robert Duncan   1.025              1.011               2 2.035                           

38 James Dyer 1.076              0.982                 2 2.058                           

39 Ian Maud 1.117                 1.011              2 2.128                           

40 Wesley Inkster 1.097              1.082                 2 2.179                           

41 Patrick Malanaphy 1.106              1.088                 2 2.194                           



 

 

 

GCC HILLCLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP - 2023

# GCC Entrants 46 35 27 31 29

PLACE

GCC Multiclub 

Hillclimb

VHCC Round 

4

GCC Multiclub 

Hillclimb

GCC Multiclub 

Hillclimb VHCC Rd7

Rounds 

Counted CHAMPIONSHIP @

18-Feb-23 23-Apr-23 04-Jun-23 16-Jul-23 27-Aug-23 29-Aug-23

42 Mike Barker 1.148                 1.054              2 2.202                           

43 Geoff Bower 1.082              1.132                 2 2.214                           

44 Raymond DORE  1.141                1.120              2 2.260                           

46 Scott Campbell   1.137              1.133              2 2.271                           

47 Euan Murphy 1.144              1.148                 2 2.292                           

48 Les Morrall 1.194              1.102                 2 2.296                           

49 Terry Selwyn 1.121              1.218                 2 2.339                           

50 Alan Foley 1.349                 1.051              2 2.400                           

51 Benjamin Selwyn 1.164              1.251                 2 2.415                           

52 Robert Dyer   0.988              1 0.988                           

53 Brett Matheson    1.000              1 1.000                           

54 James Lambert    1.000               1 1.000                           

55 Tim Boyd   1.020                1 1.020                           

56 Jai Azzopardi   1.022                1 1.022                           

57 Steven Buffinton 1.053                  1 1.053                           

58 Henry MCLEAY     1.065              1 1.065                           

59 Mark Newton 1.078                  1 1.078                           

60 Joseph Gagola    1.094               1 1.094                           

61 Byron Townsend    1.096               1 1.096                           

62 Curtis Dexter    1.101               1 1.101                           

63 Les Dole 1.10                    1 1.102                           

64 Dmitri Djulai 1.102              1 1.102                           

65 William Morgan    1.104               1 1.104                           

66 Dale Barker 1.106              1 1.106                           

67 Mark Samson 1.111                  1 1.111                           

68 Brett Barker    1.119               1 1.119                           

69 Geoff Cooling 1.125                  1 1.125                           

70 Mitchell Newton 1.128                  1 1.128                           

71 Cameron Hughes    1.128               1 1.128                           

72 Gavin LANGMUIR     1.131              1 1.131                           

73 Eric Irvine 1.133                  1 1.133                           

74 Ernest Mawhinney   1.142               1 1.142                           

75 Ernie Corry 1.151                  1 1.151                           

76 Levi Azzopardi   1.172                1 1.172                           

77 Thomas Foley 1.174                  1 1.174                           

78 Jarrod Bryant 1.216                  1 1.216                           

79 Bobby Tuit 1.217                  1 1.217                           

80 Richard Samson 1.25                    1 1.248                           

81 Angus CLARK     1.368              1 1.368                           
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SUPPORTERS AND ADVERTISERS INDEX 
These businesses support our club!! Make sure we support them! 

 

Name Product Contact Details  

Moe Parklands Motel Accommodation 03 5127 3344  
stay@moeparklandsmotel.com.au 

 

Fowlers Asphalting Roadmaking 03 5633 2918 
admin@fowlersasphalting.com.au 

 

Arrow Linemarking Linemarking 0458 882 353 
arrowlinemarking@y7mail.com 

 

O’Connell’s tyres Suspension, front end, 
brakes, shocks 

03 5126 2822 
Facebook presence 
https://oconnellstyres.weebly.com/ 

 

Capaldo Automotive 
Repairs 

Mechanical, alignment and 
MX 5 specialist 

5134 4328 Ask for Steve  

https://oconnellstyres.weebly.com/


 



 


